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The Nation Christlike 


METHINKS, I see a nation brave and strong 
Rise up the ancient curse of war to end; 
Rise up to prove herself the whole world’s friend, 
And by her patient justice conquer wrong! 
The bloody weapons which to Mars belong 
' She flings aside, as worthless to defend, 
And still more vain her empire to extend 
Of commerce, science, freedom, art, and song. 


The treasures others waste to arm and fight 
She pours to heal the sorrows of the world. 
Defenseless she? by plunderers soon hurled 
To ruin? Nay! Who can resist her might? 
She links all peoples in a league of love!— 
America, canst thou that nation prove? 
' —Edward Tallmadge Root, in The Christian - 
Century. 
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About Folks and Things 


We want to urge every pastor of the 
Christian denomination to read from his pul- 
pit next Sunday, to his largest congregation, 
page six of this issue. Follow this on the 
following two Sundays with the page on 
home missions and the page on foreign mis- 
sions which appeared in our last two issues, 
respectively. More of these pages on other 
departments of our work, will appear soon. 
Kead them all from your pulpit. We know 
of nothing that would tend to enlarge the ap- 
preciation of your people for their own 
church more than to learn these specific 
things which ft is doing. 


Dr. Martyn Summerbell was scheduled to 
lecture at Defiance on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day of this week. 

Rev. F. G. Bell has just been in a series 
of meetings at Union Christian Chapel, near 
Arthur, Illinois, and begins one with the 
Shiloh Church, helping Brother Vernon 
Ellis. 

Rev. A. H. Bennett was recently in an 
especially good meeting with the church at 
Pleasant Union, having the very acceptable 
help of Brother Cecil Leek, a young man 
from Texas City. 

Rev. J. M. Miller, Utica, Ohio, writes that 
Mrs. Miller’s health is now improving quite 
rapidly, and that he is open for supply and 
other pulpit work until she is strong enough 
te move to some new charge. 


We have just learned that Rev. J. A. 
Frazier, of Frankfort, Indiana, pastor of the 
Antioch-Manson pastorate, recently under- 
went an operation at a Chicago hospital, 
from which we understand that he is im- 
proving nicely. 

We have just received word from Dr. H. 
J. Duckworth of the death of Rev. B. H. 
Chrisman, of Centerburg, Ohio, who had 
passed his ninetieth birthday and for many 
years has been one of the best known men 
of the Central Conference. 


Our readers will be interested in Dr. Mar- 
tyn Summerbell’s sketch of Rev. Asa W. 
Coan in this issue, not only because of its 
intrinsic merits, but also because at one time 
he was the editor of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty and his is one of the best known 
names in our church history. 

One of the delightful features of the East- 
ern Virginia Conference in its recent session 
with the church at Dover, Delaware, Dr. Roy 
C. Helfenstein pastor, was the cordial enter- 
tainment furnished it on Tuesday afternoon 
by the Rotary Club of that city. Some fifty 
autos took the delegates on a long drive 
“about the city and vicinity and did it so 
handsomely as to call out a very compli- 
mentary tribute from Dr. F. G.-Coffin in his 
sermon that eyening. - rie 

Dr. and Mrs. J. G. Bishop, our veteran 
missionary workers, who are held in such 
deep love throughout the church, a few days 
ago left Dayton to make their home this 
winter with their foster daughter, Mrs. H. 
Russell Jay, at 1708 Sycamore Street, Terre 





Haute, Indiana. They were both in fair 
health, much improved since the late sum- 
mer, though both are feeling the limitations 
of their great age. We are sure that the 
prayers of the brotherhood will follow them 
with constant devotion. 


The finest thing of its kind which 
we have seen is the memorial volume 
which Judge and Mrs. O. W. Whitelock have 
had prepared in honor of their son Charles 
Nottingham Whitelock, who died October 4, 
1917, so soon after he was called to the 
colors. The book contains the funeral ser- 
mon and prayer and many beautiful letters 
and resolutions together with a sketch of his 
life. Charles was undoubtedly a splendid 
young man of high ideals and great promise. 
And this is a beautiful tribute to a beautiful 
life. 


The church at Warren, Indiana, Rev. H. 
G. Rowe pastor, has just closed a remarkably 
fine week of services held as the Golden Jubi- 
lee of the church’s organization, and dedicat- 
ing their new parish house and rededicating 
their reconstructed church building. Home 
Mission Secretary Thomas, Rev.-Clark B. 
Kershner, Dr. E. A. Watkins, and President 
F. G. Coffin were speakers during the, week; 
and a company of one hundred people from 
the local church presented a pageant entitled 
“The Lamp,” under the direction of Mrs. 
Rowe. Warren now has one of the, best work- 
ing equipments in our denomination—and we 
hope to give further information regarding 
it soon. 

The Herald is beginning an experiment. 
We are printing the date of field news, 
when given. Correspondents hereafter should 
be very careful that their field news and let- 
ters are properly dated. Under the, present 
printing arrangement, which is made neces- 
sary by the slow mail service, it will be im- 
possible for us to print in any issue field 
notes reaching us later than Friday of the 
week preceding publication. We urge our 
pastors and friends to get them in as early in 
the week as possible. The Herald is trying 
to rearrange its printing schedule so as to 
get into the mails earlier in the week in or- 
der to reach more of its subscribers before 
Sunday; and yet at the same time, it will 
try to print field news just as quickly as pos- 
sible after received. 


What seems to be a most excellent adven- 
ture is the arrangement to have a number 
of “gospel teams” formed within the Life- 
work Recruits Band at Defiance College. The 
plan will be under the guidance of Dean 
Enders. Frank Thomas, ’24, the son of Dr. 
Omer S. Thomas, has been selected chair- 
man of the group; and other members are 
Dennis Bouman, ’23, Gefald McCord, ’22— 
the son of Dr. E. K. McCord—Judson R. 
Jones, graduate, Arthur Hollingsworth, ’23, 
Cleon Swartz, ’24, Verno Humphrey, ’23, S. 
B. Humphrey, graduate, and Paul S. Kersh- 
ner, ’24—son of Rev. Clark B. Kershner. 
The special object of these teams will be to 
supply preaching and other religious services 
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for the churches without pastors—such 
churches as are within travel distance of the 
college. 


Rev. Arthur A. Richards, pastor of the 
Christian Church at Urbana, Illinois, 
preached the union Thanksgiving sermon of 
that city held in the First Methodist Church. 
The Urbana Church has just enjoyed a fine 
annual home-coming service, which it held 
in the evening, with a banquet. The wom- 
an’s missionary society had charge of the 
Sunday evening Thanksgiving service, ren- 
dering an excellent program and receiving 
a thank offering of nearly $250 for mission- 
ary work. The church is preparing for the 
visit of Field Secretary Hall and Field 
Worker Bennett, who are dated to be there 
December 11 in the Forward Movement 
work; and for! a series of evangelistic serv- 
ices to begin about the last of January, with 
Rev. George D. Eastes as evangelist. 


The venerable Dr. Fred Stovenour, of 
Portland, Indiana, accompanied by Mrs. 
Stovenour, was in Dayton last week visiting 
relatives, on his way home from Morrow 
County where he spent some days at his old 
home place with brothers and sisters. Dr. 
Stovenour, who was eighty-seven years of 
age just a few weeks ago, has been one of 
the remarkable men of the Christian Church. 
Perhaps no man among us owns a larger 
library, has read a larger number of books, 
or has walked more miles in the gospel min- 
istry than has he. He was pastor of many 
churches and for a number of years had 
charge of the church at Hannas Creek, of 
the Eastern Indiana Conference. During 
much of his life he has been a teacher, pre- 
paring ministers to preach and teachers to 
teach. A great number of young men 
trained under him have entered the ministry 
and are now doing capable service in the 
spread of the*gospel. 


Dr. G. A. Conibear informs us that Rev. 
C. R. Hamlin, who has taken charge of the 
work at Vienna and Great Meadows, N. J., 
comes from Vermont, and is the son of Dr. 
Cyrus Hamlin, the noted founder of Rob- 
erts College, at Constantinople. These two 
villages, which are about a mile apart, form 
a single parish. The one church is a Pres- 
byterian and the other a Christian and 
Brother Conibear for a number of years was 
their beloved pastor. He says: 


The organizations were sustained as be- 
fore the federation, two Sunday-schools, two 
Ladies’ Aids; and each church made its con- 
tributions to the respective denominational 
interests. The young people were united 
in one Christian Endeavor society. The 
weekly prayer meeting was held alternately 
in the villages, people of both churches at- 
tending in one fellowship—and this was per- 
haps the most striking feature of the asso- 
ciation, since the attendance often measured 
up to the Sunday services and the spirit 
was most beautiful. The people attended 
the Sabbath services as one people from both 
organizations and made no exception in the 
Sunday-schools. People were received into 
church according to their respective affilia- 
tions, and there was no friction developed 
m this in any way. As far as the situation 
of two organizations permitted, the parish 
was one in spirit as well as in name. 
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The Modern Sunday-School Teacher 


to brag about when the preacher plowed all week and then 

went out of the field into the pulpit without any study or 
preparation and preached on Sunday. Ignorance in the pulpit 
was by many made synonymous with spirituality. The less men knew 
about other things, the more they thought they knew about the 
Bible. And there were even those who contended that to study 
and prepare the sermon before hand was to deny liberty to the 
Holy Spirit. They went on the theory that all one had to do was 
to open his mouth and God would fill it. Such an idea was self- 
destructive. In the first place, the Holy Spirit surely can use in- 
telligence as well as ignorance, and can move upon one as well 
during the sober thinking of a whole week in the study as in an 
hour of emotion and excitement in the pulpit on Sunday! And 
in the second place, it was hardly kind, to say the least, to impute 
to God the authorship of that type of sermons--especially when 
it would make it appear that He was putting one sort of doctrine 
into the mouth of one preacher and the very opposite sort of doc- 
trine into the mouth of the preacher at the next church a mile 
down the road! But that day is passed for all except the hope- 
lessly belated. The churches that have not already died on that 
kind of program are demanding something better. Folks know 
that they simply can not send their children to high school during 
the week and then hold them in a church with that kind of preach- 
ing on Sunday. Communities must either destroy their high schools 
and quit educating their children, or else they must furnish pastors 
who are sufficiently trained to appeal to that sort of young folks. 
As they will not dispense with high schools, there is only one other 
thing left to do. So they are requiring an educated ministry— 
requiring it as the only alternative to dead churches! 


Me: of us remember when it was considered a thing rather 


UT it is simply pathetic how many of those very churches, in 

towns and cities as well as in the country—churches which see 
the necessity of a trained minister and an intelligently-prepared 
sermon—are still trying to live on the very same kind of ignorant, 
spontaneous, hit-or-miss teaching in the Sunday-school that they 
will not any longer endure in the pulpit! In no other one place is the 
church so completely falling down on its job today as in the matter 
of religious education. It has but an hour of the pupils’ time out of 
the entire week; and then for that little and very precious time, 
it places before them, in a vast number of cases, teachers who are 
not only ignorant of the Bible which they are trying to teach but 
ignorant also of the church world, of its mission and task in this 
generation, and who are not only indifferent but ofttimes antag- 
onistic to missions, benevolence, and many other of the basic ac- 
tivities of the gospel. But that is not even the worst of it. In a 
disheartening number of instances, these teachers will not even 
try to prepare themselves. They will not consecrate a part of 
their time each week to God for reading and studying. They wait 
until the last minute and then depend upon “the inspiration of the 
moment” when they are before their class—which is the identical 
theory of the preachers who claim that all that they have to do is 
to open their mouths and God will fill them! Such teachers make a 
travesty of Sunday-school work. And it is high time that the 
churches begin to realize that that sort of thing will no longer go 
in communities where there are high school students and college- 
trained young folks. To sit under such teachers is a really pain- 
ful experience for anyone who reads and thinks. And unless the 
church can furnish something better than that in its Sunday-school, 
it must expect to lose a high percent of that virile type of young 
manhood and womanhood from whom should be coming the preach- 


ers and missionaries for the next generation. The subject of re- 
ligious education is a life and death matter, and the church has 
trifled with it far too long. 


T will not be impossible for any church to put its Sunday-school 
teaching on a better basis if only it will go about it in the right 
way. There are three preliminary steps: 

1. It itself must come to understand, and then it must make its 
teaching staff understand, that slipshod and slovenly teaching 
simply will not go any longer. This will require tact and persua- 
sion. It can not be done in a moment; but will take months and 
months of educative preparation. And it can never be done by any 
pastor who himself gives little of his time to books and who preaches 
slovenly and illy-prepared sermons. As the leader, he himself must 
create an entirely new type of church and Sunday-school atmos- 
phere out of which will be born a profound sense of the unfitness: 
of such old-time teaching, as naturally as a lily is born out of 
its bulb in the springtime. Such changes can not be forced by ha- 
ranguing; but must be evolved by intellectual and spiritual per- 
ception. 

2. The church must make possible such a new and better type 
of teaching by furnishing the kind of classrooms and equipment 
which alone makes it possible. To do high-grade teaching in the 
old-fashioned one-room or two-room church, with the noise and con- 
fusion of a quacking duck pen, is out of the question. The modern 
imitation of the Tower of Babel is the one-room Sunday-school— 
and noise is not any better route to heaven now than it was in that 
ancient experiment. Teachers with real teaching ability simply 
can not long endure such environment—and, except in rare in- 
stances, give up trying. The problem of getting real teachers will 
never be solved until the church gives them suitable quarters in 
which to teach. -And there is scarce a church in the land, if it 
has a mission to live, which can not provide Sunday-school rooms 
and other equipment when once it sets its heart to the matter 
in holy earnest. 


3. And then the whole matter of getting teachers must be ap- 
proached by the church from a different angle. Having made Sun- 
day-school teaching a task worth the while of real ability and de- 
votion, and having furnished the equipment that will enable real 
teachers really to teach, the church must secure its teachers as it 
secures its preachers and missionaries—by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. It must drop its present method of coaxing, teasing, co- 
ercing this one or that one to take a class. And in a pervading 
and moving spirit of prayer for God-called teachers, it must present 
the privilege, and it must challenge with the task—a task that will 
require hard study and hard work, but that will be richly worth 
all that it costs—and must lay the whole matter so urgently and 
so compellingly upon the hearts of the talented that the Holy 
Spirit will find them ready and willing to be moved deliberately 
to choose the work as one in which they will find glad joy in serv- 
ice. And then the church must do everything in its power to help 
prepare and fit these for that work. 


N EANWHILE, all teachers, whatever may be the adverse circum- 

stances under which they must teach, should be made to feel 
that it is their moral obligation, for the sake of the class and of the 
Kingdom, to do the very best that it is possible for them to do. 
They must recognize the ethical equation involved. To accept a 
class and then be careless or indifferent in the way one performs 
the work is to become guilty of moral delinquency. Especially is 
this true in this day of such cheap and excellent “helps.” The high 
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ideals and the moral sensitiveness of thousands of our Sunday- 
schoo! teachers are bound to deteriorate under the slovenly manner 
in which they prepare their lessons and handle their classes. And 
for their sake as well as for the good of the school, our churches 
simply must put a stop to that sort of thing, which is so prevalent 
in religious work today. Such things are fundamental to Christian 
character as well as vital to the whole subject of religious education. 


+ 


Study Page Six 


OME way ought to be found by which every member of the 
S Christian denomination could be persuaded to study page six 

of this issue—and similar pages which we ran last week and 
the week before with reference to our mission work, and which we 
will run from time to time regarding the work of the other de- 
partments of our church. We are sure it would give these members 
a greater appreciation of their own denomination to see this list 
of the specific things which it is actually doing through its various 
offices. Many will be astonished at how great are these accomplish- 
ments when compared with what our church was doing only ten 
years ago. It ought to put a note of hopefulness into every heart 
just to contrast our present with then. In many lines, our church 
has made great growth in that short time. 

But we want particularly to enlist your interest in the page of 
this week, for two reasons. One is because so many of our folks 
have never sensed what a really great amount of work Dr. Burnett 
is accomplishing in his office, with only the help of his most efficient 
secretary, Miss Florence Powers. Look, for instance, at the great 
sum of money handled by them this year—nearly $100,000! And 
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that was made up very largely of small amounts, which means 
that it entailed a great amount of clerical work. Then there is an 
endless amount of correspondence, and of articles to prepare, and 
addresses to make, and conferences to visit, etc. The six booklets 
on our denomination and its founders, which Dr. Burnett prepared 
in the past year or so, were of themselves no little task. Under our 
present organization, the A. C. C. office is indispensable, with much 
and many lines of work to do—and it must be adequately supported. 


In the second place, we want it carefully noted that it is through 
our Convention office and machinery that our church gets its touch 
and standing with the Federal Council and many other interde- 
nominational movements. The Christian Church is winning for 
itself a fine recognition in those bodies. Our Principles and our 
position are getting a larger hearing than they ever had before. 
Other denominations are beginning to recognize the fact that while 
the Christian Church may be small in number there is no other that 
has a finer spirit of interdenominational fellowship, and that there 
is no other but ours alone that jis standing on the exact position that 
they all must come to, and do come to, in every interdenominational 
gathering. At every Federal Council and church federation meet- 
ing and every Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor convention, 
the Christian Church, and it alone, can say to all of the other de- 
nominations: “The Christian character which you all practice here 
today as the only test of fellowship, we practice everywhere and all 
the time. If it is right and pleasing to Christ at such meetings, 
why set up any divine tests anywhere?” 

The Convention needs your most liberal financial offering, and 
needs it this month, in order that it may push forward its great 
work in strategic points. 


The Trend of Events 


Anti-Beer Act Passes Senate 


The passage in the Senate of the Willis-Campbell bill to pre- 
vent the sale of beer under the guise of medicine, by a vote of 
fifty-six 1o twenty-two, would seem to put an end to almost the 
last hope of the liquor forces. It now becomes a law. This 
law will at once be attacked by the wets on the ground that it is 
unconstitutional; but its friends believe that it will stand the test. 


This fight for “medicinal beer’ ought to make plain to every 
one how exceedingly important will be the congressional elections 
next summer. The Herald wants to reiterate to dry workers every- 
where its warning that unless they are more alert than many of 
them now are, the wets will “beat them to it” and gain such control 
of party organizations and machinery that it will be hard to defeat 
wet candidates at primaries and elections. Already they are zeal- 
ously on the job in every city and congressional district. The drys 
must be made to realize with what skill and determination these 
liquor forces are already carrying out. their plans. It will take 
hard effort to defeat them. And unless they are defeated, our next 
Congress may turn this country over to one of the worst beer 
debauches any nation ever knew. Pemmanent and effective prohi- 
bition is by no means yet assured. 


Dr. Alva W. Taylor on the European Situation 


Dr. Alva W. Taylor is not only one of the most prominent lead- 
ers of the Disciple Church, but he is also rapidly coming to be one 
of the most widely known and highly respected of all of the writers 
in this country who are endeavoring to give a Christian interpreta- 
tion of social and industrial affairs. He writes with such fearless 
and pungent emphasis and has such a clear discernment for dis- 
covering and analyzing the facts of any situation and the prin- 
ciples which underlie them, that he is recognized as a most able and 
reliable spokesman for a more Christian order of national and inter- 
national life. Two weeks ago, he visited Dayton in the interests of 
his own denominational work, and while here made a number of 
characteristically able addresses. The one before the city Federa- 
tion of Churches was upon the European situation, and was so 
illuminating we wish to give his viewpoint upon two subjects which 


are of particular interest just now because of some of the dis- 
cussions this week at the Washington Conference. 

Dr. Taylor just recently returned from Europe, where he 
traveled much of the summer as one of the Sherwood Eddy in- 
vestigation party. They had most unusual facilities for finding 
out the facts, for touching the pulse of the country, and especially 
for learning the mind and heart of the great church leaders over 
there who are doing their utmost to guide their respective nations 
into a more Christian attitude towards each other. The one great 
hope of the entire situation is that in Great Britain, in France, in 
Belgium, in Germany, are groups of Christian men and women who 
are earnestly striving to bring about a better understanding be- 
tween these nations and a Christian settlement of their difficulties. 
These groups are doing what they can to defeat the purposes of the 
militarists and to bring about a decided reduction of armament. 

Dr. Taylor declared France to be the most militaristic of all of 
the nations of the earth today. The military party there is in the 
saddle, and will be strong against any material reduction of the 
vast standing army which France now maintains. But he gave 
a sympathetic understanding of why this is true. He said that 
France as a nation is still suffering from shell shock. The hell of 
war through which it has just passed has unsettled the national 
equilibrium, as it would that of any nation; and the militarists 
have taken advantage of this highly-strung nervous condition to 
perpetuate a fear and hate of Germany beyond reason. But the 
same would be true of any nation under like circumstances and past 
experience with a historic and tricky enemy such as Germany has 
been. Premier Briand and his great following are undoubtedly 
sincere in the frenzied fear which they have that Germany is look- 
ing forward and secretly preparing for vengeance upon France, as 
voiced by him so eloquently at Washington last week. But Dr. 
Taylor found a growing anti-militaristic sentiment in France and 
forces already forming to promote it. And he believes that if we 
will treat that nation with patient understanding until it recovers 
from the nervous strain of the war, it will rid itself of the domina- 
tion of the ideas and fear which now are ruling it. 

In Germany, Dr. Taylor found three parties struggling for 
supremacy—the present government; the old monarchists who de- 
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sire the Kaiser or one of his sons back to reign over the nation; and 
the radicals, who seek to plunge the nation into communism of the 
worst sort. The hope of the future lies in maintaining the present 
Republic. If it break down, one of the other groups is nearly sure 
to swing into power. The Bolshevists do not care much which shall 
be first; for they are sure that if the old monarchy is restored, it 
will only mean a better send off for their type of wild revolution 
and control. Such unspeakable disaster can best be prevented, Dr. 
Taylor believes, by making it possible for the present government 
to endure. But he does not see how it can do so if it is required to 
pay the war indemnity in gold, as is now being done. He believes 
that this will be beyond physical possibility, and that there should 
be modification of the peace treaty in this respect. He insists that 
Germany ought to be made to pay the indemnity. No man who 
has looked upon the destruction which Germany wrought in France 
and Belgium, who has witnessed those fields of white crosses over 
the graves of the soldiers, and who has seen the pitiful old men 
and women who have come back to find their former homes in utter 
ruin, still living, after three years, in the dugouts the soldiers left, 
could have much mercy for Germany, he declared, but must feel 
that that nation must be made to pay the indemnity. But he be- 
lieves that the Allies should make it possible for her to do so, by 
permitting her to pay in goods. The commercial interests of our 
own and other nations are trying to enforce payment in gold only 
because they are not far-sighted enough to see what terrible 
calamity such a policy will almost inevitably bring to the rest of 
the world as well as to Germany. And Dr. Taylor appeals to the 
Christian forces of the nations to insist upon a redrafting of the re- 
quirements of Germany in the light of the cooler mind and more 
Christian spirit which the three years since the Versailles treaty 
should have created—and to do this, not only for the sake of Ger- 
many, but for the good of the world. 


Newspaper Evangelism in Chicago 


The Chicago Church Federation is making a large use of “news- 
paper evangelism,” in its evangelistic campaign throughout the 
Chicago area. Messages have been prepared which are now ap- 
pearing each Saturday in the Chicago Evening Post. They are 
written with the idea that there are thousands of newspaper read- 
ers who are not accustomed to attend churches and yet who may 
be impressed and stirred to interest by an appeal in the written 
word. Many unchurched newspaper readers, it is believed, are 
ready for a message from God. “Sickness, death of loved ones. 
financial loss, disgrace because of discovered sin, occasioning a 
sense of need, has prepared the reader for the message, which 
speaks to his burdened soul with the offer of salvation and peace.” 

This plan of newspaper evangelism has been used quite exten- 
sively and very successfully in Japan, and perhaps in other for- 
eign mission fields. And we see no reason why it could not be a 
very profitable medium for the extension of the gospel and the 
winning of souls here in America. The church has paid altogether 
too little attention to the mighty power of the press. Nearly 
everything, of course, will depend upon the preparation of the 
articles and their use. This is a field in which laymen might be 
used to great advantage, especially those who have been trained in 
the writing of advertisements and the preparation of propaganda 
material. In advocating the use of such paid-for advertisements, 
The Post, which is doing much to advance Christianity through its 
editorials, argues: 


The constituency of the daily newspaper includes thousands who 
are strangers to the church and to whom the message of religion 
has never come in a way to command their attention, win their 
interest, and quicken their faith. Why not talk to them through 
the one medium by which they may be reached most certainly? The 
very fact that men buy space to advertise their goods, carries the 
suggestion that they themselves believe in the worth of the thing 
they are advertising. This suggestion is the stronger where there 
is manifestly no purpose or possibility of making profit through t':e 
paid-for publicity. 


It is true that in recent years the churches have gone rather 
extensively into the advertising of their Sunday services. This is 
good, but it is not enough. It helps prevent the congregation 
getting smaller. It may add a few score here and there who would 
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not ordinarily be under the pulpit ministration. But at best it is 
merely an attempt to bring people within the hearing of the preach- 
er’s voice, when what is needed is a plan which will bring the mes- 
ata, 0 the hearts of people whom the preacher’s voice will never 
reach, 


Smoking in Public 


It is probably true that there is a vast increase in the amount 
of smoking—at least of cigars and cigarettes. And it is true that 
a great industrial machine is being built up to promote the use of 
tobacco and to fight laws against any restriction being placed upon 
it, a machine as greedy for money and as indifferent to the welfare 
af boys and young men as was the liquor machine which for so long 
a time perpetuated the liquor traffic. But it is a significant fact 
that a public opinion is gradually being created against smoking 
in public places. It is really surprising to what an extent smoking 
is being prohibited in some of the street cars and other public 
carriers. Not long since a Los Angeles paper said: 


The Board of Public Utilities has issued an order that there 
shall hereafter be no smoking in the motor stages and busses that 
transport passengers in sunny southern California. The next step 
will doubtless be to stop it in all railway trains and on the street 
cars. 

In Utah there is a law which prohibits smoking in public places 
—such as barber shops or other public buildings. These regula- 
tions are all a recognition of the right of “personal liberty”—the 
liberty of every individual who must ride on street cars, enter pub- 
lic buildings, and transact business in public places, to go about 
kis own affairs without being nauseated by the smoke which some- 
body is blowing in his face. This right of the individual to be pro- 
tected against the habits of others, which are offensive to him, is 
bound to be more and more recognized. And every real manly 
man who uses tobacco, whatever may be his own opinion about the 
weed, will have to admit that he has no right in any public place 
to annoy with it others who have just as good a right there as he 
himself. This fact should be emphasized far more than it has been. 
Tco little has been said against the inexcusable selfishness of men 
who smoke in dining rooms and other public places, to the injury 
and discomfort of others. If men wish to smoke, they are under 
obligation to do so only where it will not be an offense to others. 
God’s air is free and pure—and those who do not like to smoke have 
the inherent right to have that air uncontaminated. 


Heroic Work of the Protestants in France 


Speaking of the reconstruction work which is being carried on 
by the Protestant Church in France, where the Protestants suffered 
so dreadfully by the war, Dr. Henry van Dkye has just written: 


Protestant Christians in the United States do not fully appre- 
ciate how much the Protestants of France suffered during the war, 
nor how well they are doing their duty under difficulties now. Of 
the four hundred churches belonging to the Evangelical Reformed 
communion, thirty-five were partially wrecked and twelve totally 
destroyed. To meet the increased cost of living, these French Prot- 
estants have raised their annual church budget from 1,000,000 
francs in 1912 to 3,000,000 in 1920. At the same time they have 
doubled their foreign missionary work, advancing from 900,000 
francs in 1914 to 1,800,000 in 1920. These people are not slackers 
and leaners. They are workers and self-helpers. They are worthy 
of sympathy and aid, because they carry such a heavy burden so 
bravely. 

The heroic example of such mission giving as that from war- 
blighted France, doubling its foreign gifts since 1914, ought to 
strike shame into the hearts of many American churches which 
have permitted their*own mission and other work to lag simply 
because the price of crops has declined. 
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A strong appeal in behalf of the young people of this and future 
generations was sent by the United Society of Christian Endeavor 
to the Washington Conference, urging “the utmost possible limita- 
tion of national armaments.” The petition was signed by a large 
number of denominations, through their Christian Endeavor trus- 
tees, our own Dr. A. B. Kendall being among the number. The 
petition represented some 3,000,000 young people. Hundreds of 
individual societies also sent like petitions. 








The Convention Work | 


The 
American 
Christian 


Convention 


Every reasonable 
person who studies 
this long list of ac- 
tivities can see at 
once how important 
it is that his church 
take a liberal Con- 
vention offering and 
that he pay his For- 
ward Movement 
pledge promptly, 
part of which goes to 
help along this Con- 
vention work. 


Keeps records and furnishes all sorts of denominational in- 
formation: 


Looks after conference and field work. 


Keeps Secretary Burnett and President Coffin always sub- 
ject to denominational calls. 


Represents the Christians in conventions of other denomi- 
nations. 


Edits and prepares The Christian Annual. 
Handled last year more than $96,000. 


This great sum included more than forty different funds, 
and was remitted in small amounts. Of this $19,027.52 
was for China, Armenia, and other relief work. 


Cares for the Convention expense, including president’s and 
secretary’s salaries, and travel expense. 


Pays for office administration, Convention board meetings, 
Convention and other programs, printing, commission re- 
ports, and much other matters of like character. 


Provides commissions on Christian Unity, War Work, and - 
other mediums of co-operation with the church at large. 


Prepares and distributes literature in the interest of the 
Christian Church. 


Fosters the life and work of all the departments of the 
church. 


Is our denominational touch with the Federal Council of 
Churehes and other such interdenominational move- 
ments. 


Promotes Christian unity. 


And this year must provide for many extra expenses con- 
nected with the great Quadrennial Convention at Bur- 
lington, N. C., October, 1922. 


A Great Convention Offering from Every Church 
December 11, 1921 





Some Ministers | Have Known 


the village of Rome in Adams County, 

Ohio, on November 15, 1833. His fa- 
ther, Captain Asa Coan, came from Cayuga 
County, New York, and his mother from 
Gallatin County, in Kentucky. Both his 
grandfathers were soldiers on the Ameri- 
can side in the Revolutionary War, and both 
his parents and grandparents were members 
in the Christian Church, of which in conse- 
quence he might in a way be called a “birth- 
right member.” As happened frequently in 
that period the family was large, and he 
was blessed with six brothers and five sis- 
ters. 

He confessed the Savior at the age of 
eighteen and joined the Christians at Stouts 
Run, in the county of his birth. Hardly 
was he in full membership in the church 
when he felt it was his duty to preach and 
he began at once to exercise his gift. His 
success in the pulpit was marked from the 
start, for he was a natural and convincing 
speaker, and so many were converted under 
his ministrations that some of the elder 
preachers, on whom he relied for counsel, 
were urging him to take the field as an 
evangelist. 

For his own part he was convinced that 
youthful enthusiasm and zeal were too small 
a capital to bank upon for a life work, and 
so he determined to secure more thorough 
training. In this view he went to Cler- 


Ts Rev. Asa W. Coan was born near 


mont, where James K. Parker was princi- © 


pal of an academy, and entered there as a 
student in 1853. Prof. Parker was both a 
teacher and a friend, and in later years 
Mr. Coan frequently said that whatever suc- 
cess he attained was due to Prof. Parker’s 
kindness and generous encouragement. 

In this school he studied diligently for 
two years, and in 1855 he divided his time, 
giving one half of it to study and the other 
half to teaching. Probably with the teach- 
ing he was learning even more than if he 
were merely a pupil in class. 

The next year, 1856, he started to keep a 
private school for advanced pupils and 
found the work both congenial and profit- 
able. 

In 1857 he married Miss Mary Morton, by 
whom he had three sons and a daughter. 

Continuing his teaching, he did no little 
preaching, since his services in the desk 
were in frequent demand. -It was now the 
period of agitation preceding the Civil War, 
and the region where he was living was a 
hotbed of agitation and disputation. Mr. 
Coan was no man to keep silent when his 
convictions were strong for human rights, 
and so from the pulpit and platform he made 
open proclamation for freedom to the slave. 
When the war actually came, he was equal- 
ly outspoken and he took an active part in 
the elections which determined the policy of 
his State in its support of the national Gov- 
ernment and the prosecution of the war. 
While following this course he was certain 
to encounter opposition, and he was threat- 
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ened with the hand of violence, but he con- 
tinued to speak as he pleased without fear 
or favor. His boldness in standing for prin- 
ciple endeared him to men of progress and 
he shared in their councils. At their wish 
in 1865 he became a candidate for the Ohio 
Assembly, and the election sent him to Col- 
umbus for a two years’ term in the legisla- 
ture. At the capitol his quick decision, his 
knowledge of parliamentary law in which 
he was an adept, and his ability to meet 
men on their own ground put him at once 
in the forefront among the law-makers. 
The experience of those two years was prof- 
itable to the State and had strong cultural 
value in his own mental and moral develop- 
ment. 


At the completion of his term in 1867 he 
was called to the pastorate of the Enon, 
Ohio, Church, in which he labored for the 
next two years. 


In 1869 he made a visit to the East in the 
course of which he attended the session of 
the New England Convention. The Broad 
Street Church in Providence, R. I., hap- 
pened at the time to be without a pastor, 
and he was invited to supply its pulpit for 
two Sundays, and the impression which he 
produced was so favorable that he received 
a call to this important field, which he held 
for the next four years. 


While he was in the Providence pastor- 
ate the New England brethren were feel- 
ing the need of a religious paper of their 
own for circulation among their churches. 
Bro. Coan was in sympathy with their de- 
sire and stood ready to give them efficient 
assistance. Under direction of the New 
England Convention an Editorial Board was 
created to conduct the paper, with Bro. 
Coan as publisher. Under such auspices 
the “Living Christian” was launched, with 
a fair subscription list which came mainly 
from New England. Oliver A. Roberts, 
Isaac H. Coe, and B. S. Batchelor, of New 
Bedford; S. Wright Butler, of Fall River; 
J. W. Osborne, of Swansea, C. A. Tilling- 
hast, of Providence, and others were con- 
nected with the enterprise. In the early 
part of 1873 I was called several times to 
Providence to consult with the brethren re- 
garding the management of the paper. On 
one of these occasions Bro. Coan told me of 
an incident which had occurred a couple of 
weeks previously. According to him a man 
had presented himself at the publication of- 
fice, who represented himself as the son of 
B. F. Summerbell—my father—and a stu- 
dent at Stanfordville, in our Biblical School. 
He said he was temporarily out of funds 
and asked for three dollars to help pay his 
railway fare to get back to school. Bro. 
Coan who knew well that my father had 
no son other than myself saw at once that 
the fellow was an impostor. He had heard 
of him before as masquerading as a son of 


Frederick Plummer, of Philadelphia, and of 
the Summerbells, where he imagined that 
the latter were not too well known. Bro. 
Coan decided to get better acquainted with 
the man, and so held him in conversation 
till noon, when he invited him to his home 
to dinner. At home he took the precaution 
to slip out a moment and advise the family 
quietly of the situation, and when dinner 
was announced he introduced the visitor as 
Martyn Summerbell, of New York. As they 
all had been forewarned they greeted him 
kindly, although the real M. Summerbell 
had been seated at the same board hardly 
a month before. After the meal Bro. Coan 
led the man to his study, and there opened 
out upon him, as he was capable of doing, 
showing him the folly of his conduct, and 
advising him to take up some useful and 
honest occupation.- The man listened to it 
all, and then said with the unctuousness of 
Uriah Heep, “Let us engage in prayer.” Bro. 
Coan found such sublime effrontery too 
much for his patience, and bade the man 
begone, adding that if he found him hang- 
ing about after twenty-four hours he would 
probably have to spend some time in jail. 
In the fall of 1873 Bro. Coan removed to 
Marion, Indiana, where he was given charge 
of the Marion Church, one of the leading 
organizations of that enterprising commu- 
nity. Next he was stationed at Jamestown, 
Ohio, for one year. In 1876 he was called 
to the pastorate of the Christian Church at 
Yellow Springs, Ohio. Here he did faith- 
ful work for five years, when he was called 
to the more responsible post at Dayton, Ohio, 
to hold the chair as editor of The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty. For this service he was 
fitted by natural gifts and by his wide ac- 
quaintance with men and affairs. He made 
an interesting paper and one that promoted 
every progressive interest in the church. 
During this time he became deeply inter- 
ested in the future of Antioch College, 
which had closed its doors from lack of a 
supporting constituency, both in the way 
of finance and in students. With others he 
believed that the college might be put on 
its feet if our Christian people could have 
its direction and control. Negotiations were 
opened with the trustees of the college, and 
an agreement was made through the Ohio 
Christian Association for the Christians to 
form an Educational Board, which should 
engage a faculty, which the trustees would 
elect on the nomination of this board, and 
if the plan proved a success the trustees 
would return the college to the Christians, 
who were its original owners. The Educa- 
tional Board so constituted contained Breth- 
ren Coan, Black, Choate, Byron Long, O. 
W. Powers, J. F. Burnett, and others asso- 
ciated with them, twelve members in all. 
A faculty was secured, with Rev. O. J. 
Wait, of Franklin, N. H., as president, and 
the college was opened in the fall of 1882 
with a fair attendance of students. Bro. 
Wait retired before the end of the college 
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year, and Rev. D. A. Long, of North Caro- 
lina, was chosen president, and was also 
elected to the Board of Trustees. 

Later, owing to complications that need 
not be mentioned here, the Educational Board 
felt that its hopes were not to be realized, 
the Educational Board was dissolved and 
the Christians withdrew from the associa- 
tion in the management of the institution. 

While Bro. Coan was still in his position 
of editor, on June 30, 1884, he suffered an 
apoplectic stroke in his office, from which he 
presently recovered. But the next winter, 
on February 6, 1885, he had a more serious 
attack, so serious in fact that it was some 
time before he recovered consciousness. It 
became clear the burden and responsibility 
of editor must be relinquished, and accord- 
‘ ingly he resigned and for the second time 
became pastor at Enon. He continued in this 
relation till June 26, when he had the third 
attack, from which he passed away peace- 
fully on June 30, 1886. 

Bro. Coan was a man of great vitality 
and of large usefulness in the church, in 
which he filled many positions to the gen- 
eral benefit. For many years he was a trus- 
tee in the Biblical School and of The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association. We have just 
noted his efforts in the Educational Board 
connected with Antioch College. He was 
elected and re-elected president of the Ohio 
Central Conference and of the Ohio Chris- 
tian Association. The American Christian 
Convention, the highest court of the Chris- 
tian Church, chose him as president in 1878 
for the four years’ term. In 1881 he edited 
and published “Gospel Sermons by Chris- 
tian Ministers,” a valuable book of 434 pp., 
illustrated with portraits of the twenty- 
six preachers whose sermons it preserved 
to the denomination. 

It has been stated that Bro. Coan was a 
natural leader of men. In figure he was 
heavily framed and commanding, so that he 
was a striking form in any assembly in 
which he appeared. Of active mind, reso- 
lute in decision, and progressive in thought, 
other men leaned upon him in confidence. 
He was faithful in his friendships, a keen 
debater, a forceful writer, and a winsome 
preacher of the gospel which he loved with 
all his heart. 

The funeral was held from his last home, 
Enon, Ohio, and at the services twenty- 
four ministers manifested their respect by 
their presence. Addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Long, Black, and N. Summerbell. 
Other parts in the exercises were taken by 
Brethren McWhinney, Weeks, and Warbin- 
ton. 

It was a great man who had fallen, and 
his loss was keenly felt from end to end of 
our Zion. 

Lakemont, New York. 
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“It is not easy to forgive a wrong; but 
when we count the cost of the unhappy al- 
ternative, revenging an injustice is far hard- 
er, and the effects are farther-reaching and 
more disastrous.” 
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The Church and Public Opinion 


BY DR. JOHN H. FINLEY 
Chairman of the Federal Council’s Commission on International Justi¢e and Goodwill 


HE bold and noble policy for the reduc- 
T tion of navies announced by Secretary 

Hughes at the opening session of the 
Conference on Limitation of Armament may 
well prove to be the beginning of a new day 
in our international life. This far-reaching 
proposal was made possible by the nation- 
wide tide of public opinion which has sup- 
ported the calling of the conference and 
which has made it as clear as daylight that 
the people everywhere are not only ready for 
a thorough-going reduction of armament but 
insistent that it should be no longer de- 
layed. In developing and expressing this 
public sentiment, the churches have played 
a memorable part. Even the most critical 
could not declare that on this issue they have 
been either indifferent or ineffective. In fact, 
it is not too much to say that they have 
been one of the decisive factors in setting 
our nation before the world as the outspoken 
advocate of the abandonment of the policy 
of competitive armament. 

But the work of the churches. in behalf 
of a more Christian international life is not 
finished; it is only beginning. To mistake 
proposals for achievements would be a peril- 
ous mistake. Above all things, we must now 
be on our guard against being betrayed into 
complacency or inaction. We must support 
the conference with the utmost vigor until 
it actually adopts constructive plans. We 
must then continue our campaign of educa- 
tion through the churches until Congress 
has taken action that will put those plans 
into operation concurrently with other na- 
tions. 

The currents of reaction and skepticism 


may begin to set in at any time. In the 
face of these misgivings, the church must 
sustain a lofty faith in the possibilities of 
the conference for practical achievement and 
the workableness of a positive substitute for 
super-armament and war. 

The complex and delicate problems of the 
Far East are still to be considered. They 
can be solved at all only as they are ap- 
proached with largeness of vision and in an 
attitude of generous co-operation. The 
church must, therefore, create a spirit which 
will make it possible both to secure the fu- 
ture welfare of China and at the same time 
to maintain the utmost friendliness with 
Japan. . 

As the conference goes on it will, no 
doubt, become increasingly clear that some- 
thing more than reduction of armament is 
necessary. This, after all, is only the nega- 
tive side of the question. Some arrange- 
ment will have to be found for assuring the 
sense of security and of the possibility of 
obtaining justice, for which men have looked 
to armaments in the past. This will require 
a willingness on the part of America to join 
in a permament co-operation with the other 
nations in the support of international courts 
and some continuing association for future 
conference and the maintenance of peace. To 
develop an underlying conviction of the sol- 
idarity of the human race, to make men see 
that we are members one of another, and to 
inspire them to act according to this Chris- 
tian point of view—surely that is a perma- 
nent task of the church, and one which was 
never more challenging than now. 


Scenes and Impressions in Porto Rico 
BY REV. J. O. ATKINSON, D. D. 


DIARY—PART V 


EDNESDAY evening, September 21. 

—The city of San Juan, which is the 

capital of Porto Rico, and now has a 
population of more than 40,000, was once 
surrounded and shut in by a brick wall. 
This wall, like the old fort, is crumbling 
and only the decaying remains are visible. 
How perishable indeed are the most noble 
and enduring works of man. God alone cre- 
ates and builds that which time cannot erase 
or destroy. 

Within an hour after landing, Barrett had 
Martin, Minton, and me in his Ford and our 
real work on the Island had begun. We 
went first to Bayamon, a thriving city about 
seven miles out from San Juan. Here both 
the Lutherans and Disciples of Christ have 
churches. The Lutheran Church seats about 
one hundred and twenty-five, has a Sunday- 
school, and preaching services twice a week. 
The church does not pay anything on pas- 


tor’s salary, but does pay current expenses. 
It has kindergarten rooms and a good class. 
There is a church membership of sixty and 
a native pastor has charge. Here there are 
forty children enrolled in the kindergarten, 
and on the same street several blocks away 
is another kindergarten class with forty- 
three members, one teacher having charge 
of both classes, but at different hours. 
(These missionaries have to economize time 
and effort as well as the rest of us). On the 
church lawn is a beautiful cocoanut tree 
with two dozen or more cocoanuts on it. 
(On a church lawn in the States those co- 
cocoanuts would not be there very long). 
The tree is about eight inches in diameter 
and twenty-five feet high to the first limb 
or fruit. The cocoanut tree had sense enough 
to know that if it had limbs or fruit close 
to the ground—well, the fruit would not be 
there long. The One who designed the co- 
coanut tree certainly understood what He 
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was doing. Nothing valuable is easy of ac- 
cess. If one wishes the goods, he must pay 
the price in one way or another. 

The Disciples Church at Bayamon seats 
about two hundred and has a membership 
of ninety. The average attendance at church 
services is about forty, and at Sunday-school 
about ninety. (These Porto Ricans are evi- 
dently on to our American way of going to 
Sunday-school, but not remaining or coming 
back to preaching). This church pays about 
fifteen dollars a month on pastor’s salary, 
the native pastor in charge getting seventy 
dollars a month salary. He has been preacli- 
ing nine years. He has a wife and two 
children, holds five services a week, received 
twenty-five members last year, is a very neat 
looking, pleasant fellow with an unpro- 
nounceable Porto Rican name. The town 
of Bayamon has 5,000 people and the Lu- 
therans and Disciples have two churches 
each here. 

The ride to Bayamon and return was one 
of open-eyed wonder, surprise, and delight— 
it being our first peep at Porto Rican life. 
The houses attract us. They are built be- 
side the road and are mostly thatched 
roofed, the body being of palm bark and 
sticks. There is much grazing of cattle and 
small horses along the way. Leaving out 
the houses, the cattle, and the folks, every- 
thing else is green. They have no frost 
here to bite or burn the growing vegeta- 
tion, and so the flowers bloom, the trees 
blossom, and the orchards bear fruit the 
year around. (Also mosquitoes and other 
pesky insects abound throughout the year). 
I saw many yoke of oxen, usually two yoke 
of four oxen to the cart, each team driven 
by two drivers. The law requires one man 
or boy to walk in front of every team of 
oxen—that the teams may be quickly turned 
aside on meeting automobiles. They have 
no bows around the oxen’s necks, only yokes 
across them, and these are tied to the horns 
of the beasts with tight cords. This seems 
cruel indeed, as a cow’s head at the horn is 
very sensitive and tender. 


I saw enough goats this evening to make 
a long, long line on judgment day when they 
are to be separated from the sheep. The 
goat is in much demand here both for meat 
and milk—and is monarch of all he surveys. 
You see him everywhere, in town and in 
country, at home and abroad. 

We had supper tonight in a Spanish res- 
taurant. They served our butter in salt 
cells and spake in a jabberish we could not 
understand—but the coffee was good. After 
supper we went to the Blanche Kellogg In- 
stitute. This is a girls’ school in San Juan 
supported by the Congregational Church. 
Dr. and Mrs. York are in charge, have a 
good building and a plant worth $50,000. 
There are three teachers (Americans) who 
work for $650 a year, board included, and the 
school runs eight months. There are twen- 
ty-five pupils. Dr. York’s salary is $1650 
a year and living, and the total annual budg- 
et for the school at present is $5000. The 
Congregational Church is spending $20,000 
a year in Porto Rico at present. It has 


only one missionary on the Island, but has 
a hospital with a physician, three American 
and three native nurses. It has about thir- 
ty congregations and preaching places, but 
only ten organized churches. The increase 
in membership is slow. It is very difficult, 
said Dr. York, to get missionaries who will 
stay in Porto Rico. It is too near the 
“States” and they tire or get in bad health. 
The Congregationalists have five ordained 
and five unordained native ministers, and 
their salaries range from sixty-five dollars 
to one hundred dollars a month each. Na- 
tive workers must be taught and then these 
must evangelize Porto Rico. Returning to 
the hotel at ten p. m., Minton, Martin, and 
I went for a walk. Everybody else went 
also. The plaza and drug stores and side- 
walks and streets were all alive with people. 
The houses are low and open right out on 
the sidewalk or narrow street and you can 
walk in and have a seat with the family— 
if you wish. 

The tropics have made a civilization all 
their own. The people are lacking in “pep” 
(as the boys say). The people don’t seem 
to have much to do—and don’t care whether 
they do that today—provided they can put 
it off till tomorrow. 

I saw the farmers coming into town to- 
night to be ready for the early market to- 
morrow morning no doubt. They have two 
baskets, each of which will hold about two 
bushels, strapped across the back of the 
horse, and if not too heavily ladened the 
farmer himself rides between the baskets on 


-the horse’s back. I saw a few shabby four 


wheel wagons, but the horses pull them with 
ropes instead of chains for traces. 
Thursday a. m., September 22.—I slept 
last night as if I had a clear conscience, 
was up at six-fifty this a. m., and after a 
shave and a shower bath felt fine and fit. 
Minton tried to make me believe I also 
looked good in a light summer suit. It is 
a fair and beautiful day, as wholesome and 
balmy as an April morning after an early 


‘rain. Ate my breakfast of tough bread and 


black coffee at the restaurant on the plaza, 
and had butter again served in a salt cell 
—so if it melts, which it does, it will not 
run out and away from you. (Some of it 
is strong enough to run). They do not 
make butter in Porto Rico. The milk they 
get is not rich enough I guess. 

We called at the Governor’s palace at ten 
a. m., but owing to a death in'the > 
family he could not be seen. Near the pal- 
ace is the Hugh O’Neal Memorial Presby- 
terian Church. It is a splendid building 
which seats two hundred and fifty and has 
a membership of ninety-one. It now pays 
all current expenses and $300 on the salary 
of the local pastor. The building has been 
occupied fifteen years, but the church was 
organized several years prior to this. The 
native pastor in charge is a highly educated 
and well-trained man of culture and dignity, 
speaks English and receives a salary of 
$110 a month. This church helps support a 
missionary in Santo Domingo. That is fine 
—a mission church out here helping send 
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a missionary to another mission field. The 
church also has a kindergarten with two 
teachers, each of whom is paid twenty dol- 
lars a month. The young pastor was edu- 
cated for a teacher, but seeing the need of 
his people for the gospel, he yielded to his 
better impression and gave himself to the 
ministry. 

In the kindergarten school were three 
white children, all others black or mulatto. 
There are 185,000 children in school in Por- 
to Rico and 250,000 out of school. Forty- 
one percent of children of school age do not 
attend any school. 

At ten-forty-five we visited Morro Castle. 
It would take up my whole notebook to de- 
scribe this fort—for it is not a castle. These 
walls are four feet thick and moss covered. 
It is dilapidated and seems to have ghosts, 
spooks, and “haunts” in it. One winding 
stairway leads you deep into an ancient 
Spanish prison dungeon. There are Ameri- 
can soldiers stationed in the old Castle now, 
and they must have a hard time trying to 
keep from being lonesome and getting 
scared. 

Just across the harbor, six hundred yards 
eway, is Leper Island. There are forty 
lepers there now patiently, or impatiently, 
awaiting their slow and certain death. It 
is a ragged, torn island, with a shabby shack 
for the poor fellows to die and decay in. 
And so here with signs of sorrow and dis- 
ease and death six hundred yards away, in 
this fort where soldiers have watched and 
waited and reveled and gambled and died 
for four hundred years, and with the ebbing 
restless sea at my feet, and the overhang- 
ing mountains covered and clustered with 
tropical fruits, foliage, and flowers coming 
down almost to the ocean’s edge, I have 
mingled emotions of hope and dread, joy and 
despair. But what else is the human heart 
for but an instrument of a thousand strings 
to be played upon by the scenes and inci- 
dents of the day. 

Elon College, N. C. 


Those Little Foxes 


N Dr. Fosdick’s inspiring little book, “The 
Meaning of Service,” he has a chapter 
on “Small Enemies of Usefulness.” We 
have forgotten what the particular enemies 
are, which he points out, but the suggestive- 
ness of the title has fixed it in the memory. 
What a host of such enemies we have to 
battle with—qualities or traits which inter- 
fere with the most effective service. Isn’t it 
a pity when unusual talent or great zeal is 
rendered almost useless by these little dis- 
turbers of spiritual equilibrium? 

We must not be too exacting here. We 
all have something the matter with us and 
we must learn to appreciate the good quali- 
ties and overlook much—in others, not our- 
selves—which we would prefer to see dif- 
ferent. But should this fact keep us from 
earnestly desiring and earnestly striving to 
reduce the number and strength of these 
“enemies of usefulness” to the minimum?— 
The Gospel Messenger. 
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Hidden Power 


BY HERMON 


According to the power that worketh in 
us.—Eph. 3: 20. 
‘THE man who wrote these words to the 

church of ancient Ephesus knew the 
transforming effect of inner power on a 
man’s life. He knew it at first hand and 
needed not further witness. 

If we follow his life story we have first 
(Acts 8:3) a man almost insanely mad in 
his hatred of the church and later in his life 
(Acts 31:18) he stands forth and says: “I 
am ready not to be bound only, but also to 
die for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

What caused this transformation in the 
life of Saul of Tarsus and sent him forth to 
fight and ‘sacrifice and finally give his life 
for the cause he once hated? Something had 
happened to him inside which made him hate 
that which he had once loved and love, even 
unto death, that which he once hated. 

The story of the transformed life of Saul 
of Tarsus or of Jerry McCauley or of Bob 
Bell or ten thousand times ten thousand men 
throughout the ages, is old and ever new. 
A coal from off the altar of God had touched 
and quickened the eternal springs of life, and 
the spring of eternal life, and from hence- 
forth that man lived in another world. Phys- 
ically he was the same, but he had touched 
the source of hidden power and life’s mean- 
ing and life’s values were changed. 

All power is invisible. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth and the sun rises and sets 
and the tides ebb and flow at the bidding of 
tremendous, unfathomable, hidden power. 
The seed grows to flower and fruit and we 
harness the silent powers of the land and 
sea and sky to light our homes, to propel our 
street cars, to carry our messages, and even 
sometimes to cook our meals and to run our 
errands. Physical power wears away with 
the cares and duties of the day and lo! a 
miracle—we do absolutely nothing—or as 
near nothing as we can—by lying down and 
giving ourselves to sleep and in a few hours 
we arise filled again with hidden power for 
another day. 

The world and all there is in it is run by 
hidden power, From the tiniest blade of 
grass growing in an unknown desert to the 
orderly procession of the sun and moon and 
stars, there is the ever present and ever in- 
visible power. Call it what you will, but 
you cannot deny it. 

But the greatest power is that which makes 
and directs and inspires human life. The 
power that worketh in us. For there is no 
value in anything on earth except in its rela- 
tion to human life. 

Of what worth is the gold of the Klondike 
or the cattle on a thousand hills if there were 
no man to whom they might minister? Of 
what worth are the beautiful paved streets 
of any city, lined as they are with business 
palaces and humble and more pretentious 
homes if there were no one to walk these 
streets and to inhabit these homes? 

Or, may we take it further in our imagi- 
nation and ask of what worth are all these 
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houses and school buildings and business 
houses if the citizens were all evil? If “the 
power that worketh in them” were to steal 
and to lie and to maim and to kill and each 
one to seek his own without regard to fam- 
ily or friend or community welfare? 

But suppose that the “power which work- 
eth in them” was such as to inspire them 
to love their homes and their neighbors and 
to be true and honest and kind and helpful 
—wouldn’t the value of every piece of prop- 
erty rise—if every man were true, every 
woman honored, and every child given an 
open door to clean, strong, pure, Christian 
manhood or womanhood? 

The power which transformed Paul of A. 
D. 50 can transform and is transforming 
every Paul and John and Mary of 1921 A. D. 
who will open his life to this transforming 
power. 

Nothing but our own narrow, sinful self 
shuts out this power. We live in the midst 
of it; it surrounds us on every side, and 
while we may close our eyes and refuse 
to see, or our ears and refuse to hear, and 
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our hearts and refuse to give up the sin 
which hides and holds us from it, yet the 
power and presence of God through Jesus 
Christ surrounds us—the same power which 
came into the life of cruel, wicked destruc- 
tive Saul and made him the greatest bene- 
factor of his race or time and a leader and 
an inspiration for all time. : 

It was this “power working in him” that 
transformed the life of that river thief of 
lower New York into a helper and leader of 
men for a quarter of a century. It is this 
wonder-working power of God through Jesus 
Christ that can be the greatest blessing to 
every life and every community. 

“Unheard because our ears are dull; un- 
seen because owr eyes are dim, He walks 
the world—the Wonderful—and all good 
deeds are done in Him.” 

—Written by request for the Norfolk 
Ledger-Dispatch, during the Seaside Chau- 


tauqua,. 
e 


“Every human soul is equipped with its 
wireless, its means of communicating with 
heaven in every hour of need, and of send- 
ing out its calls for help and guidance, wher- 
ever it may be.” 


See oe oo woooooorq 
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Vocational Guidance 


BY REV. WILLOE J. HALL, Secretary Life-work Recruits 


young in the matter of life-service is to wait too long. True, there are 






T tendency of a large number of people in their work of guiding the 


various opinions as to the proper time and the proper age to begin the 
work of vocational. guidance, but the general conviction of those best com- 
petent to judge is that, in the main, workers do not begin early enough with 
the child. One of the principal reasons for delaying this matter is to wait and 
see what capabilities the child might develop, what natural ability he may seem 
to have. Right here is where we make a serious mistake. To wait until the 
life finds some course, and begins the creation of a liking for that particular 
thing, and then seek to change it into some other channel, means a whole lot 
of unnecessary work, and often failure. Of one thing the Christian worker 
may feel sure, that no effort in seeking to get a child to train and fit himself 
for the highest service will be lost, if even in the end the life seeks and follows 
the lower channel. 

On one of the beautiful Green Mountain peaks in Vermont a clear spring 
of crystal water flows out near the top. How cool and refreshing is this 
sparkling water as it gushes out from the cleft in the rocky ledge. There 
are many similar springs bubbling out from the sides of these mountains, but 
this one teaches a great lesson. The water flowing out from this spring runs 
in two channels. One flows down the west side of the mountain and eventually 
mpties into the St. Lawrence River, and on through the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
to the ocean. The other channel flows down the east side of the mountain 
and eventually into the Connecticut River and on through the Long Island 
Sound into the ocean. Along what different courses the drops of water enter- 
ing these different channels travel. Now a little sod there at the spring can 
throw the water all into one channel or the other; but after it has traveled a 
few hundred feet, it would necessitate the removing of mighty mountains to 
change its course. 

We need to realize that there is a time in the life of a child when a little 
influence will throw that life into this course or that; but pass that period, and 
the task after that becomes nearly an impossibility. Solomon never uttered 
a wiser saying than “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.” 


Dayton, Ohio. 


a 
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At Prayer Time 


These, all with one accord, continued 
steadfastly in prayer, with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His 
brethren.—Acts 1: 14. 

oO 

Some one has said, “Trouble and perplex- 
ity drive me to prayer, and prayer drives 
away perplexity and trouble.” Perhaps that 
is just another way of saying what another 
Christian leader said: “The prayer that be- 
gins with truthfulness, and passes in wait- 
ing, will always end in thankfulness, tri- 
umph, and praise.” 

There come times to all of us when about 
all we can do is to pray. There were such 
periods in the experience of Jesus, it seems. 
That the disciples found it so, is evidenced 
by the scripture we use here. And it has 
been true all through the history of Chris- 
tian teaching and Christian living. Tasks 
become too difficult; unseen emergencies 
arise that defeat our best laid plans; persons 
on whom we come to depend may be sepa- 
rated from us; strength may fail;—there 
are sO many causes that arise to place us 
in positions where all that a_ steadfast 
Christian spirit can do is to pray. 


oO 


“We tell Thee of our care 

Of the sore burden pressing day by day; 

And in the light and beauty of Thy face 
The burden melts away. 


“We breath our secret wish 
The importunate longing that no man can 


see; 
We speak it boldly, or, more restful still 
We leave it all with Thee.” 


oO 


The picture of the life of the early fol- 
lowers as given to us in the few words of 
the Scripture’is interesting in other detail. 
We see a spiritual light from Jesus; the 
effect of His association and teaching, the 
result of His counsel and example, upon 
those who knew Him and loved Him was 
that they resorted to prayer—and that they 
“continued steadfastly in prayer”—when in 
the emergency of being leaderless. What- 
ever they had remembered or forgotten of 
His personal instruction, they did not for- 
get the privilege of prayer. 

oO 
Commit thou all thy gifts 
And ways into His hands, 


And to His sure trust and tender care 
Who earth and heaven commands; 


Who points the clouds their course, 

Whom winds and seas obey; 
He shall direct thy wandering feet, 

He shall prepare the way. 

—Anon. 
oO 

To Jesus, for example, the meaning of 
prayer was not that God would give Him 
whatever he asked. God did not. That 
sustained and passionate petition where the 
Master thrice returned with blood stained 
face, to cry “Let this cup pass” (Matt. 26: 
39), had “No” for an answer. Neither did 


prayer mean to Jesus merely the reflex ac- 
tion of His own mind. Jesus prayed with 
such power that the one thing which His 
disciples asked Him to teach them was how 
to pray (Luke 11:1). He prayed with such 
conscious joy that at times the very fashion 
of His countenance was changed with the 
glory of it (Luke 9: 18, 29).—The Meaning 
of Prayer. 

Such a life of prayer of their Master 
could not be forgotten. But there was some- 
thing further. Jesus, no doubt, urged that 
they pray when He suggested that they 
tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued 
with power. We do not know that He told 
them where to abide, nor what dangers from 
without which they should avoid, nor what 
organization to effect. But that they should 
tarry in Jerusalem must have had some 
plan for them; they were to be endued with 
power, and there must have been some meth- 





THE UPPER CHAMBER 


It faces the glory of sunrtse 

The mountains of God, and the star, 
And lo! from its broad open windows 
The city eternal afar! 

Like heaven, its rest and its quiet, 
This refuge where care has surcease, 
This wonderful spacious white chamber 
The soul calls its Chamber of Peace. 


What joy to sit here in the silence 
And vision the prospect that fills 

The heart with unspeakable gladness, 
With calm that all earth-tumult stills! 
What freedom to cast off our seeming 
And be our best selves brave to do 
The bidding of royal ideals, 

And dream only dreams that come true! 


O hours that we spend in this chamber, 
The strength of the mountains ye are, 
The light of the beautiful city, 

The glory, the gleam of the star! 

Thy treasures we lay up in heaven, 
Where riches eternal increase— 

O hours of this sacred white chamber 
The soul calls its Chamber of Peace! 


—Julia H. Thayer. 


—— 


od by which the power was to be received. 
Anyway, while they tarried, they “continued 
steadfastly in prayer.” 

oO 


Prayer does not count so much in terms 
to what it brings to us in the way of our 
personal desires; it counts more in terms 
of subordinating our personal desires to the 
sense of God’s leading and will. 

Prayer may not solve our problems for 
us; but by bringing to us an inward calm- 
ness, it saves our forces from confusion, and 
thus aids us in overcoming. 

Prayer may not always lift our burden, 
cure our infirmity, or give success to all 
our plans; but prayer does tend to confirm 
our confidence in a strength higher than 
our own, it helps us to find happiness, and 
it helps us to be humble, be our fortunes 


what they may. 
oOo 


“Ere thou sleepest, gently lay every 
troubled thought away: Put off worry and 
distress as thou puttest off thy dress: Drop 


thy burden and thy care in the quiet arms 
of prayer. 


“Lord, Thou knowest how I live, 

All I’ve done amiss forgive; ~ 

All of good I’ve tried to do, 
Strengthen, bless, and carry through: 
All I love in safety keep, 

While in Thee I fall asleep. 


“Ere thou risest from thy bed, speak to 
God whose wings were spread over thee in 
the helpless night—Lo, He wakes thee now 
with light! Lift thy burden and thy care 
in the mighty arms of prayer. 


“Lord, the newness of the day 
Calls me to an untried way: 

Let me gladly take the road, 

Give me strength to bear my load, 
Thou my guide and helper be— 

I will travel through with Thee.” 


—Henry van Dyke. 
o 

I stood some time ago beside Niagara 
Falls, and looking down by the bank of the 
river I saw a great house which I was told 
was the power house. In that house was a 
great dynamo, and from thence went wires 
to Buffalo and New York. They light Tor- 
onto by the Falls, heat it by the Falls, cook 
their dinners by the Falls. When I was 
at Toronto again I saw the philosophy of it 
all. Lake Ontario is one hundred and sixty- 
nine feet below Lake Erie. 

“Tarry at Jerusalem until ye are endued 
with power.” That is what we need—to 
get under the source’ of power that is from 
on high. It is something to have power 
from behind, such as a church with prestige 
and history; something to have power from 
before, such as a thrill and hope of coming 
achievement; something to have power 
round about us, such as organization and 
culture and wealth; but somehow, the power 
behind and in front, and round about us is 
power on the level. What we need is the 
power from on high, the power borne along 
from the dynamo of God.—Dr. A. C. Dixon. 


oa 


Come, O Lord, in much mercy down into 
my soul, and take possession and dwell 
there. A homely mansion, I confess, for so 
glorious a Majesty, but such as Thou art 
fitting up for reception of Thee, by holy and 
fervent desires of Thine own inspiring. En- 
ter, then, and adorn, and make it such as 
Thou canst inhabit, since it is the work of 
Thy hands. Give me Thine own self, with- 
out which, though Thou shouldst give me 
all that ever Thou hast made, yet could not 
my desires be satisfied. Let my soul ever 
seek Thee, and let me persist in seeking, till 
I have found, and am in full possession of 
Thee. Amen.—St. Augustine. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 


o 


Unless the Spirit of God be upon us, we 
have no might from within and no means 
from without to rely upon. Wait upon the 
Lord, beloved, and seek strength from Him 
alone. There can not come out of you 
what has not been put into you. You must 
receive and then give out.—C. H. Spurgeon, 
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World Conquest 


In the Southland 


BY W. P. MINTON 


delightful visit in the Southland, 

where it was our privilege to speak 
on our foreign mission work at Greensboro, 
Elon College, Graham, Shallow Ford, and 
Burlington, all in North Carolina, and at 
Danville, Va. 

Personally the trip has been of more than 
ordinary helpfulness in that it has served 
to widen the circle of acquaintances in the 
South and has given me a far keener ap- 
preciation of the scope and effectiveness of 
the work being done there. One simply can- 
not be a stranger in such homes as those 
of Rev. and Mrs. H. R. Clem, of Greens- 
boro, Dr. and Mrs. Harper, Dr. and Mrs. 
Atkinson, and Mrs. Kirkland, of Elon. Their 
fine hospitality and the fellowship of a host 
of old and new acquaintances, in whose 
homes time forbade a visit, made the trip 
one of unceasing pleasure. 

We gave the lantern lecture on Japan five 
different times, on four of which we used 
the college lantern—the best we have ever 
used—ahd which we learned later was put 
together by Prof. Hook, who gave so freely 
of his time in operating it for us. At Dan- 
ville, through the kindness of a Mr. Pearce, 
we secured the Y. M. C. A. lantern, and the 
splendid help of Brother Earp, the pastor, 
made the work here a joy. 


The visit to Greensboro was occasioned by 
the annual conference of the North Carolina 
woman’s missionary organization, and the 
‘earnestness and dispatch with which they 
did their work under the capable leadership 
of Mrs. W. H. Carroll, of Burlington, was 
evidenced by the reports of the year just 
passed and the forward-looking plans of the 
year ahead. A still closer co-ordination of 
the work of our women, both north and 
south, will make even more effective their 
already fine work for the Kingdom. 


On Armistice Day we rooted for Elon at 
the Elon-Guilford college football game, but 
in spite of our efforts it resulted in a score 
of 0 to 0 (in favor of Elon, however). 


Friday evening we spoke to a good audi- 
ence at Shallow Ford, near Elon. We shall 
not soon forget the stirring, whole-hearted 
singing we heard there. 

On Saturday evening we visited the Gra- 
ham Church where another splendid audi- 
ence greeted us, to see the slides on Japan. 
Brother Riddle, the editor of The Christian 
Sun, whom we had the long-looked-for pleas- 
ure of meeting for the first time at Burling- 
ton, is supply pastor of the two churches in 
Graham, if we mistake not, in addition to 
his other heavy duties. 

Besides the lantern lecture at Elon on 
Sunday night it was our privilege to preach 
there in the-morning and conduct chapel 
Saturday and Monday. We also met the Life 
Recruits and Student Volunteers in groups 


W: are en route home after a week’s 


and in personal conferences. We were sur- 
prised to learn that the former enrolls 
something over thirty, as we recall, and that 
eleven of Elon’s present student body are 
definitely pledged to foreign service. As I 
met these fine consecrated young people, 
most of whom belong to us, I could not 
help wondering if our church would sense 
the great opportunity before her now and 
if she would respond in such a way as to 
make it possible, in due time, for every one 
of these young people, as well as those in 
training elsewhere, to go out and give their 
lives to the service to which they have dedi- 
cated themselves. Elon is producing leaders 
in a convincing manner. Surely our church 
faces a great day in its mission work if we 
are quick enough to grasp it. 

One evening was spent with Dr. Lankford 
and his people at Burlington, where the next 
session of The American Christian Conven- 
tion is to be held. They certainly meant 
business when they invited the Convention 
and they are not waiting until the last min- 
ute to get ready for it. “They are thinking 
and planning right now for a big conven- 
tion. They want it to be the biggest and 
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the best and you can depend upon it, they 
will leave nothing undone to that end. Make 
your plans now to go to Burlington in Oc- 
tober, 1922. You will find as fine a church 
building and as faithful a pastor and church 
people as you could wish to see. 

We attended only the first day’s session 
of the North Carolina Conference, held at 
Danville, Va., where we spoke twice to splen- 
did audiences, representatives of the various 
churches. 

Wherever we went we were more and 
more impressed with the steady growth of 
the missionary spirit of our people in the 
South. Dr. Atkinson’s splendid leadership 
of an increasing number of missionary 
workers in all departments is resulting in 
accomplishments undreamed of a few years 
ago. And the work seems only begun with 
a future as “bright as the promises of 
God.” 

It was indeed a great trip and opened our 
eyes to the scope of our work as a church 
and to the great possibilities for larger 
things in the future. With the whole work 
of our church—north, south, east, and west 
—more thoroughly co-ordinated, along the 
lines that the leaders in these various sec- 
tions are now working, we have every rea- 
son to believe that the years just ahead 
will continue to show marked progress. 


Back at Tokyo Again 
BY REV. A. D. WOODWORTH, D. D. 


E are-again getting settled in Tokyo. 

When we got back to our old home we 

found that Brother Garman had not 
had time to stow his goods away. So his 
goods were carried to the third floor of the 
house and ours carried down. With Brother 
Garman’s things in the house, Miss Stacy’s 
and ours, we could almost set up a second- 
hand furniture shop. However, order is 
gradually being evolved out of chaos. 

After three years of absence from Tokyo, 
it was much of a problem as to how my 
work should develop on my return. All the 
lines of work have not been fully settled 
upon yet, but here are a few of the things 
to which the Lord has opened up the way: 
A Bible class Sunday evening at Naka Shi- 
buya, preaching once a month at Oji, a Bi- 
ble class at Oji once a month for a company 
of young men, Saturday two hours each 
week in a school for intending emigrants. 
There are fifty boys ‘in the school and the 
Bible is to be used as a textbook. As these 
young men go to all parts of the world in 
seeking their fortunes, this seems like a 
great opportunity. Then five mornings in 
the week I preach to the boys in the Azabu 
Middle School. So far I have visited the 
school only twice, but the first morning I 
had a hundred boys to talk to, and the next 
morning there were two hundred and twen- 
ty. This also is a great opportunity. I 
have not begun yet to receive the boys for 


Bible study in the mission home, but expect 
a group of boys each day in the week ex- 
cept Saturday. 

I have long felt that we must do some- 
thing to increase our preaching force, since 
for about fifteen years we have had no new 
preachers added to our force except two, 
one who studied for the ministry and one 
received from another denomination. But 
in our home is a bright young man named 
Ando, Mr. Garman’s assistant. He and I 
have begun Bible study together. What the 
final result will be, perhaps we shall know 
better if the Lord spares our lives five or 
six years longer. Of course, in addition to 
the above few things, it is my plan to go 
out on the street with Mr. Ando and we will 
preach the gospel as hard as we can to the 
people who never come to church. We praise 
God for all the openings by which we may 
give honor and glory to the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords. 

Our new ambassador, Mr. Warren, gave a 
reception at the embassy, October 3, and I 
went. The company was composed of mis- 
sionaries, soldiers, merchants, and various 
diplomats. It was interesting to find that 
the non-missionary people, when they open 
their hearts, have nearly always run amuck 
with the Japanese in some way. I tell them 
of my good friends among the Japanese, 
how responsive they are to kindness and 
how I would rather be a humble missionary 
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than President of the United States. But 
they see only the evil and talk accordingly. 
But what interests me much is the fact that 
these diplomatic people have to make the 
winter round of entertainment after enter- 
tainment, smile and say sweet things suit- 
able for the occasion, but in their hearts 
think something else. It leads one to ques- 
tion whether diplomacy isn’t about one-half 
eating dinners and the other half hypocrisy. 

So far as Americans who have trouble 
with the Japanese are concerned, I find 
that they come to Japan with a supreme 
sense of their own superiority over any of 
these eastern peoples, and act it out. The 
Japanese resent it, as who wouldn’t? If 
they seek to get the best in a worldly way, 
what Americans are nét doing the same? I 


tell our American friends that the Japanese 
have the true American feeling, every man 
feeling that he is just as good as anybody 
else, if not a little better. 

But after all, unless a man has something 
of the love of Christ for all men, seeing as 
angels did the angel in the block of marble 
and desiring to bring it out, there is little 
hope of people of different nations getting 
on harmoniously together. If the Japanese 
were as perfect as we would desire to see 
them, there would be no need of preaching 
the gospel to them and we might all go 
home and work in some of the pastorless 
churches. 

But after all, nothing so meets the world’s 
needs as the wonderful gospel of glory. 

Tokyo, Japan. 


Woman’s Work 


[Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.] 


Program for December 
OUR BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR CHRIST 


“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people.” 

1. Opening—Christmas hymns played softly. 

2. Silent prayer, followed by recitation of motto in 

concert. 

Bible Lesson— 

Gifts for the King. Matt. 2: 1-11; Luke 8:3. 

Solo—‘“‘O, Little Town of Bethlehem.” 

Talk—What shall I give to the King? 

ardship message) 

Presentation of budgets of Woman’s Mission 

Boards for 1921-22. (Use black board or large 

sheet of paper, maps, and pictures. Make the 

budget live) What is our share? 

7. Intercession—That we may have a clearer -con- 
ception of our stewardship; that we may have a 
burning desire to spread the “good tidings.” 

8. A Christmas Story—‘“The Woman Who Gave Her- 
self” is suggested. 


ao omc 
. ee 


HE suggestions in The Christian Mission- 

ary on the programs are worth the price 
of the magazine. How do you get along 
without it? 

The following are clippings from the 
Young People’s Department: 


I have been getting reports, and some of 
the people who have sent them have told 
me a little more than just the necessary 
facts. I thcught that you might like to 
know a little about what some other so- 
cieties are doing. I wish you would all 
write and tell me what you are doing. Then 
I should have more little stories to tell. 

The Junior Christian Endeavor society, of 
Danbury, has given five dollars each to the 
Forward Movement, to the Near East Re- 
lief, and to home work in Danbury. They 
had a “Barn Raising” to which they invited 
the grownups. They each told how they 
had earned the money for the barn, and as 
the grownups had been earning, too, they 
had fifteen dollars for the barn. Now they 
are planning to have a “silver tea” for for- 
eign missions. You see how well they di- 
vide their money and efforts. I am sure 
that those boys and girls will know how to 
consider all sides of the mission needs when 
they grow up. 

The Junior Christian Endeavor society, at 
Coshocton, did not wait to enroll, but began 
to send their mission money for Young Peo- 
ple’s Work, and they have sent twenty-six 
dollars, and now have enrolled with us. 
They sent three dollars for Rosie Manello’s 
wooden limb, and have prepared blocks for 
a quilt for Elon Orphanage. They believe 
in working with their hands you see. 

The True Blue Sunday-school class, of 


(A stew- . 


Draketown, supports a Japanese pastor each 
February. There are eight members in the 
class, Juniors, and this year they paid fifty 
dollars. They take a mission offering each 
Sunday, and have socials to earn the rest. 
They were very happy this year when they 
got all the money to send to conference, and 
their president says that they are very much 
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interested in their mission work and enjoy 
it very much. 

These reports show that it is not neces- 
sary to have a separate missionary organi- 
zation. It only needs some one interested in 
missions to show the way. You can try it 
in your school or Junior Chritsian Endeavor. 

I know that many other societies have 
just as interesting reports, but they have 
not sent them to me, so I cannot give them 
to you. 

CARRIE ROBISON, Superintendent. 


HANK-OFFERING reports are a little 

slow coming in. Let us hear from you 
through this column. 

Dayton, First Church, held its Thank- 
offering meeting Sunday evening, Novem- 
ber 18. They carried out the program as 
prepared. The pastor, Rev. W. H. Martin, 
gave the “Where of the Thank Offering,” 
and as he had been in Porto Rico for two 
years, he could tell very vividly the great 
need there. A few days later the society 
was invited to a towel shower for Frank- 
linton Christian College, at the home of Mrs. 
Netum Rathbun. Fifty towels were re- 
ceived, and the ladies brought their thimbles 
and marked the towels F. C. C. Early in 
November they started a Christmas box to 
Rev. and Mrs. Wm. Q. McKnight, at Sendai, 
Japan. The Christmas season will be mor- 
joyous for these ladies because of the re 
membrance of others. 


Reread Movement of the Christian Church 


REV. WARREN H. DENISON, Superintendent. 
REV. W. J. HALL, Field Secretary. 
REV. SIMON BENNETT, Field Worker, 


Headquarters, 27 C. 


P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Devotion—Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, Fall River, Mass. 


Department 
Department 
Department 


of Evangelism—Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, D. 
of Religious Education—Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Erie, Pa. 


of Life Recruits—Rev. W. J. Hal 


D., Dover, Delaware. 


Department of Home Missions—Rev. O. S. Thomas, D. D., Dayton, Ohio. 


Department 
Department 


of Foreign Missions—Rev. Wilson P. Minton, Dayton, Ohio. 
of Stewardship—Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 


Department of Tithing—Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., Lima, Ohio. 


YEV. R. C. HELFENSTEIN, D. D., 

Dover, Delaware, for the next eight 
weeks will conduct a series of studies on 
“Personal Evangelism” on Wednesday 
nights in his church as his midweek service. 
We believe that his church will find this to 
be a most profitable instruction. Think what 
it would mean if all our pastors wouldé take 
the next two months and spend one night 
each week in training their people on soul 
winning. There would be such an ingath- 
ering in the churches as we have not been 
anticipating. Dr. Helfenstein'is the Evan- 
gelistic Secretary of our Forward Move- 
ment. He has prepared three leaflets on 
evangelism, “The Christian Church and 
Evangelism,” “Our Day of Opportunity 
in Evangelism,” “How to Organize for the 
Year’s Work.” They may be had for use 
in your church, free. 


Important Now 


WE need the names, addresses, and desig- 

nation of the five members on every 
conference Forward Movement committee. 
Frequently changes are made and our office 
is not notified. Then we cannot render the 
assistance to the conference we would like 


to give. Now- we want the list for The An- 
nual and we want it correct. Send in cor- 
rect conference and local church committees 
and it will be a great help to the work. 
Keep your list corrected in our office. Co- 
operation will be very valuable here to the 
work. We need your correct list and we be- 
lieve our conference officers will help us keep 
them correct; in the same way we need cor- 
rected church committees also. This is im- 
portant. Thank you. 


oO 


UR Illinois conference and church For- 
ward Movement committees, pastors, 
and workers are now in a campaign putting 
on the full program in the churches, help- 
ing them to get the largest results which 
the Movement offers. Field Secretary Hall 
and Field Worker Bennett are on the field 
conducting the schools and helping in every 
possible way. We hope our Illinois churches 
will be out in large numbers at the rallies. 
o 

WE want the Forward Movement com- 
mittee from your local church. If you 
have failed to send it in kindly do so by re- 
turn mail; if it has not been appointed for 
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any reason kindly have it done and in our 
possession by December 20 and greatly 
oblige. We have had splendid illustrations 
of co-operation. May we have yours? 


Lo 


R. F. R. BEACH, Irvington, N. J., 
writes, “I am very much encouraged 
and am optimistic about our New Jersey 
work. I believe that there is a fine prospect 
for us here.” 
o 


RS. EVA H. CHASE, Providence, R. I., 

secretary of the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Conference, writes of her 
hearty interest in the Forward Movement 
work, which she feels has accomplished 
great results already. 


o 


EMEMBER that the quota assigned your 

church and your conference is not an 
apportionment—it is the minimum. We have 
yet to find that church that is not able to 
meet the minimum, and that would not be 
blessed in the doing thereof. The quotas 
are exceedingly small in proportion to our 
blessings and our ability. We have been 
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acquainted with large numbers of our 
churches and in every section of our broth- 
erhood and we are convinced that we have 
scarcely realized our resources of talent, 
money, and lives for life service, initiative, 
and general ability. We are saying this 
after most careful consideration. We be- 
lieve it thoroughly. When once the re- 
sources of the Christian Church are opened 
to the service of the Kingdom in larger 
measure, there will be such a going for- 
ward as we have not thought about. 


oO 


HE writer spoke on the Forward Move- 

ment work at the Sandbank Church, 
Northwestern Indiana Conference, Novem- 
ber 20, and at the New Hope Church, Indi- 
ana Miami Reserve Conference, the next 
day, conducting the school and illustrating 
the work in the local church. These two 
congregations joined heartily in the services 
of both days and they were largely attended. 
There are many splendid workers with 
vision in these churches. Rev. L. C. Winn 
is the pastor for these churches and he 
seems to be doing good work. Rev. G. D. 
Foster, Tipton, Indiana, co-operated heartily 
in the work. 


The American Christian Convention 


REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., President, Albany, Mo. 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D., Secretary, Dayton, Ohio 
Office of Secretary: Room 45, C. P. A, Building, Dayton, Ohio 


My DEAR MR. REMINDER: 

HE only reason I did not reply to your 

last uninteresting letter, which came to 

hand, is that it never came. In other words, 
" as our preacher says, I did not get it. It is 
a sad thing that such a long letter, written 
in shorthand, should go where it should not 
have gone. Our preacher says that fools 
rush in where wise men fear to go, or words 
to that effect. But your loss, dear brother, 
is my gain, and I find it very delightful in- 
deed to sit in an old armchair, and a calm 
spirit, and be thankful for things I do not 
have. 

Well, Mr. Reminder, I have had an ex- 
perience in taking the Convention offering. 
My, me, what trials and tribulations a man 
with a vision does have! Better have money, 
or friends, or influence, or religion, or brains 
—for he could have all these and still live in 
peace, with his brethren, but when he gets a 
vision, why then he is sure to stir up some- 
thing. You know that Paul had a vision and 
he said that he was not disobedient to it, 
and it was his obedience to that heavenly 
vision that got Paul into all his troubles; 
and that was what got me into trouble, too. 
And, my, me, what a trouble it was; but I 
remained steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. I had 
preached a rousing sermon to my people on 
the “Rewards of the Righteous,” and my 
audience was greatly and deeply stirred, (I 
can always stir it on that subject) and I 
felt that the psychological moment had come 
for me to ask for that collection. 

As soon as the collection was mentioned 


old Deacon Scrapeup arose in the majesty 
of his age and the glory of his ignorance 
and protésted against any such modern pro- 
cedure. He declared that such a thing was 
contrary to the rules of the Christian 
Church, and had been forever and ever, and 
that it was wholly unbiblical (and here he 
quoted several passages from the Book of 
Exodus) for any Convention to ask any 
church for any collection, at any time, for 
any purpose, or for any reason, and that if 
such things were done—why, it would kill 
the church, and as for himself and not an- 
other, he was then and there, openly and 
secretly, privately and unanimously, and 
aboveboard opposed to any such unlawful 
and conventional proceedings, and he just 
didn’t care who knew it. 

I was just about to reply to him in my 
usual convincing manner and high tone of 
voice, when Deacon Gettogether got to his 
feet, and said he wanted to second Brother 
Scrapeup’s motion, and have the matter set- 
tled once and forever in favor of the down- 
trodden church that was compelled to keep 
up the high salaries of the preachers, and 
he did hope that it would be settled in favor 
of the rights of the church over against the 
demands of the Convention. My, me, how he 
did put power into those words, and how the 
audience seemed to sway beneath his influ- 
ence, and I saw right then and there that 
unless I went forward that all would be 
lost; and so I buckled on my armor and took 
out my sword and went forth to meet the 
hosts of Midian that had risen up against 
me. I explained to the people that the Con- 


‘of my face would smash it.” 
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vention could not demand, that it could not 
dictate, that it could not punish, that all it 
could do and all it sought to do, was the co- 
operation of the churches in carrying out 
the plans which they themselves had made, 
and that our conference was represented in 
that Convention—but it wasn’t, for we never 
send delegates nor nothing, and we are 
against the Forward Movement, but we 
won’t tell it—and that it had a voice and a 
vote and that the churches of the conference 
because of that were under obligation to co- 
operate. And more than that, I said, when 
the hats are passed (we don’t have plates 
or baskets in our churches) there would be 
some who would want to give and that only 
such would be expected to give, but that 
such ought to have’the opportunity to give 
and that for myself, and not another, I in- 
tended to see that they had such an oppor- 
tunity right then and there. At the same time 


/I took a dollar from my pocket, and holding 


it in plain view of the audience, I said that 
I had not been living right, that I had been 
a sinner before God in that I, had taken so 
many blessings from Him and had given so 
little back to Him, and that from that mo- 
ment on I intended to be a giver and that 
one dollar represented my interest in the 
church I loved! 

Well, sir, you ought to have seen that audi- 
ence. It simply stared _at me and looked 
wild one toward the other. A preacher giv- 
ing a dollar in a collection to go away from 
home! Such a thing had not been heard of; 
no, not in Isarel! I know that Elder Save- 
um had preached to that people for more 
than twenty years and never had so much 
as mentioned a collection. 

Well, I was about to start the hats when 
old Sister Feltright rose right up, and said 
she would like to add a few feeble remarks 
to the ones I had already made, and when 
I signified that she could speak for herself, 
she stretched forth her hand and said that 
she was glad that the matter of the collection 
had come up, for it had been troubling her 
quite a good deal here of late, and that she 
had concluded that she was a sinner before 
God and in the sight of men, for she had 
been real downright stingy and that she had 
held on to God’s possessions, and had re- 
fused to give to His cause, and that she was 
heartsick of the way the church was doing. 
“Why,” said she, “as to what we give at 
home, that isn’t giving at all. We simply 
pay for what we get and hardly that. Why, 
last year I got good sermons, and fine sing- 
ing, and earnest praying, and a comfortable 
room in which to worship, and all that, and 
it only cost me seventy-five cents, and the 
year before that I only paid fifty cents for 
what was worth more than all the gold I’ve 
got, and since I have come to feel how little 
and mean, and selfish I have been, I have 
not looked into the glass lest the reflection 
And looking 
right straight at me she said, “Parson, here 
is a good round dollar to go with that one of 
yours—a kind of sin offering, you know.” 
Glory, but I was glad; she was having a 
vision, too. I was getting ready to pass the 
hats (we are going to have plates or baskets 
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some day) when old Brother Misermind got 
up, and said he would like to say a word. I 
told him to speak on, and he said: “I am 
old, and gray, and bent with the infirmities 
of age; the weight of years is indeed upon 
me, and I am soon to lie down and die. You 
all know me. You have known me from 
your childhood. I have spent all my years 
and strength in this community. I knew this 
church when your fathers and mothers wor- 
shiped here, and some of your grandfathers 
and grandmothers, too, and now as I face 
the sunset of life and feel that I must soon 
cross the cold deep river of death, I have 
been asking myself, ‘What good have you 
done?’ I say to myself, ‘Old Man Miser- 
mind, what account have you been to this 
community? Who has been made the better 
by your having lived here?’ I have, as you 
all know, worked early and late; have 
pinched and scrimped and scraped; and even 
denied myself the comforts of life; and my 
old wife worked alongside of me true and 
faithful in all things. She milked the cows, 
and skimmed the milk, and patted the butter, 
and patched our clothes, and even helped me 
to load hay, and never a word of complaint. 
For forty-five years we toiled along side by 
side and hardly took time to look into each 
other’s faces, and dared not stop long enough 
to get acquainted with each other. Then, 
as you know, her health failed. One day 
she caught cold down in the milk house, or 
we always thought she did, but anyhow one 
day as the doctor and I sat beside the bed 
watching her, she took in a long breath and 
turning to me she said, as that old hungry 


look for love came back into her counte- - 


nance, and that old-time beauty rose again 
tc her face, ‘Father, I am going away. I 
have a chance to rest now,’ and she put one 
old, wrinkled, tired, worn-out hand over on 
the other old, wrinkled, tired, worn-out hand 
and closed her eyes, and I knew that I was 
alone in the world, and that all the gold J 
had saved would not heal one single sore 
in my heart. I stooped and kissed her then. 
I had not taken time for many years to kiss 
her, I had been too busy. After that I called 
in the boys and showed them their dead 
mother. After the funeral the boys did not 
whistle about the barn, as they once did, 
but they talked of how lonesome it was, and 
about going off to town to find work. They 
are all gone now, and I am alone and the 
only comfort I have is going up on the hill 
and kneeling at mother’s grave and heartily 
repenting of the way I treated her, and feel- 
ing sorry for the life I have lived. You 
call me a pillar of the church. I need to be 
turned out and driven into the wilderness, 
for my sins have been many, and for every 
dollar I possess I need to shed a penitent’s 
tear; and I want to tell you here and now, 
that when a man uses money as I have used 
it, it will curse him with an everlasting 
curse; it will curse his family; it will curse 
his community; I have come to feel that the 
most insufferable conditions of the lower re- 
gions will be the consciousness of a want 
that money cannot supply. What would I 
not give today to feel that that dear old 
wife of mine had had the common comforts 


of life while she lived, and that we together 
had cultivated the spirit of benevolence and 
set a godly example in giving!” 

Here the old man paused and looking 
straight at me said, “Parson, I, too, have 
been a sinner and here is my sin offering to 
go with yours and Sister Feltright’s, and 
may the Lord God have mercy on my soul.” 
I do not know whether it was the psycho- 
logical moment or not, but I said, “Glory! 
he, too, has got a vision, and we will take 
the offering.” This we did, and it counted 
up to $17.09, and I tell you, Brother Re- 
minder, that I verily believe that that was 
more money than that particular church 
ever sent away from home in all its life be- 
fore. 

You know, Mr. Reminder, that I never put 
myself forward, but I did go the other day to 
see a preacher (not one of ours) who was 
sick unto death. I know you would like to 
hear about that visit, and I am perfectly 
willing, or nearly so, for you to hear, but 
don’t tell that I told. It is better that you 
shouldn’t. The beautiful story is all hand 
made. 

With kindest feelings for your letter that 
went astray, and hoping that others may do 
likewise, I am 

Very truly, or nearly so, 


JEDEKIAH. 
eo 


I sat beside the preacher, on the bed on which he laid, 
His last three months of salary by the church had not 
been paid. 


The floor was strewn with grocer bills, and calls of 
every kind, 

And his rent, and several other bills, were full three 
months behind. 


He had been a faithful servant in every line of life, 
And had fought the good old fight of faith in the 
thickest of the strife. 


Of course, some of his sermons had been thin, and 
flat, and long, 

But he had been a splendid mixer in the ordinary 
throng. 


He had scolded some, and fumed, and fussed, and fret- 
I guess, 
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And his congregation, never large, was growing less 
and less. 


I sat there close beside him, and the moments ticked 
away, 

And 1 my head to listen what the preacher had 
say. 


“If I should never rise,” said he, “from this bed on 
which I lie, 

If my warfare now is over, and my time has come 
to die, 


“Take this message to the janitor, the last word I 
have to say 
Is, ~~ fires are for December, and open doors for 
ay. 


“And when he lays the notices that the preacher 
should get right, 

To push them ‘neath the cushion, far out of reach 
and sight. 


“And tell him too, that when he sees the preacher 


start to rov 
That then’s the time for him to go and rattle up 
the stove. 
“And tell the brethren one and all for me they should 
not weep, 
But to cuddle —_ on Sunday morn, and take their 
leep. 


“And to that dear good woman, who talked the ser- 
mon through, 

Just tell her now to buzz away, for it’s the one thing 
she can do, 


“But tell her it would be quite nice, if she would wait 
a minute, 

And let the preacher name his text, before she would 
in it. 


“Please tell the trustees of my church to weep no 
bitter tears, 

For their preacher is not deader now than they have 
been for years. 


“And you might mention, too, dear friend, that I’m 
glad salvation’s free, 

For = the only chance for some, as I can plain- 
y see, 


“Yes, I would send my long farewell to that fine new- 
fashioned choir, 

That has so many, many times set the souls of men 
on fire. 7 


“For they’d sing their glorious anthems in tones both 
soft and low, 

But what they said I'll risk my soul, no man nor 
angels know. 


“Just tell them now to glide along, and always sing 
their best, 

For the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at 


“And tell them, brother, tell them, every word that 
I have 

And ask them if they’ll sing for me, but be sure 
that I am dead.” 


“LETTERS” 


or 
Paul Writes to a Friend 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 11, 1921 
Philemon 8-21 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—Whosoever would be first 
among you shall be your servant.—Matt. 20: 
27. 


LETTERS! 
LETTERS!! 
LETTERS!!! 

OW much they mean. 

A general of the American army said 
that if the women of America just knew 
their power in letter writing and would use 
it, they could win the war through their 
men. How the men looked for letters those 
days and how much they meant to them. 
You could see the fellow who didn’t get one 
and hadn’t received a letter after a long 


wait. It took a lot more real soldier stuff 
out of him than the “top sergeant” or any- 
one else could put in. See the fellow who 
got a “bad” letter that told him his mother 
was ill or his best girl was going with an- 
other fellow—well, you know how much real 
“pep” he had for duty. See the fellow who 
got a letter from dad or mother which said: 
“We knew you’d do it, lad. It’s in your 
blood. Your dad and your granddad before 
you were soldiers and we know that you 
are to be the best of them all.” How that 
fellow clung to that letter and how he would 
take it out and read it the fortieth time 
and it would make him want to be the man 
they believed in. 
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One of the most beautiful and tender let- 
ters I ever saw was one which was written 
on the fly leaf of a New Testament and 
sent to a lad of nineteen by his sweetheart 
and read like this: “To the dearest boy in 
all the world with a prayer that God will 
keep him pure and true and bring him back 
to me.” 

There is room for letters in times of peace 
as well as in times of war. I always con- 
sider that this which I write is a letter to 
thousands of known and unknown friends 
and it is sent with a prayer that it may be 
very personal and very helpful. 

There is a “League of the Golden Pen” 
which urges every Christian to write letters 
to those in sorrow and in sin and in joy 
and in every walk or experience of life— 
just friendly Christian letters of helpful- 
ness. It is a great idea. It ought to be 
promoted everywhere. 

Amos R. Wells some years ago wrote one 
of his unique “Professor's” letters, taking 
his text from inscriptions on the mail box 
which read as follows: “LIFT UP—LET- 
TERS” “PULL DOWN—LETTERS.” You 
will find these inscriptions on the little 
swinging slide at the top of the city mail 
boxes. And the letters which go into that 
little opening are “Lift Up” and “Pull 
Down” letters as the writer may make them. 

Let’s join “The League of the Golden Pen” 
and write helpful Christian “Lift Up” let- 
ters to folks. 


{The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, Pa., will 
send you the little leaflet about it for a dime. Just 
ask for the leaflet on ‘The League of the Golden 
Pen.”"—H. E.] 


Pauls Letters 


How much further Paul’s letters have 
reached than did his life and spoken word 
without them. His letters were powerful 
even if he did say that his speech was con- 
temptible and his bodily presence weak. 

Great Milton was blind and Bunyan a 
prisoner, but we will ever have our ‘“Para- 
dise Lost” and “Pilgrim’s Progress.” 


A little old woman in Clifton Springs, N. Y., 
wrote from her wheel chair the wonderful 
poem, “I Cannot Walk But I Can Fly,” and 
in spite of her limited physical strength, yet 
she, in thought and prayer and purpose, 
lived in the universe and although her limbs 
failed to carry her from her bed and chair, 
yet her wings of faith and love and vision 
carried her to the limits of God’s King- 
dom and met Him there. What a wonder- 
ful thought in just that one line! “J cannot 
walk but I can fly.” God bless her, she has 
flown beyond our ken since then. 


Big Paul 
Little Letter 


This letter shows Paul as a real man. 
Real men think of little things and common 
folks as well as affairs of the big world. 
That capacity to do both is what makes 
them great. Paul had a lot to think about 
and do, but in it all he did not forget his 
friends—even the humblest of them. And 
Onesimus, the converted criminal slave, 
was one of them. Paul loved this slave. 
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The Teachers and Officers Journal for January quarter is out this month. 


Order it with your “Quarterlies.” 


Hermon Eldredge, Editor Teachers and Officers Journal 
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Read the letter through and see if he did 
not. 


{You can read the whole letter in three minutes. 
Time yourself and see if you cannot. And then you 
can say that you have read a whole “‘book” of the 
Bible through at one sitting. Philemon is one of 
the “books” of the New Testament and only has 
one chapter.] 


“I beseech thee for my child.” V. 10. 


Paul’s plea was to Philemon, the owner 
of the converted runaway slave Onesimus, 
who was a child to Paul who had directed 
him to the light of Christ and he had been 
“born again” through his ministry at Rome. 

The whole letter is a masterly, yet plain 
and simple, plea for one whom he had come 
to know as one“in need and has grown to 
love as a brother. 


“Who once was unprofitable to thee, but now 
is. profitable to thee and to me.” V. 11, 


Once a poor good-for-nothing, thieving, 
runaway slave. Now a child of the King 
and ready to do anything for God and his 
fellow-man. 


You know the type. That fellow who was 
down-and-out until he found God and then, 
O then, what a man he became. I can 
hardly believe even though I know all the 
facts, that Archie Gibson, that wonderful, 
spirit-filled preacher of righteousness is the 
same common “bum” that blew into the Mis- 


roo 





oe2oco FT 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, December 5—Paul Writes to a 
Friend. Philemon 1-9. 
Tuesday, December 6—Paul’s Plea for 
Onesimus. Philemon 10-25. 
Wednesday, December 7—Friendship of 
David and Jonathan, 1 Sam, 20: 35-42. 
Thursday, December 8—A Love Slave. 
Deut. 15: 12-18. 

Friday, December 9—Love in All Human 
Relations. Col. 3: 9-25. 
Saturday, December 10—Without Re- 
spect of Persons. James 2: 1-10. 


Sunday, December 11—Our Divine 
Friend. Ps, 130: 1-8. 
a od 





sion for a “hand-out” and a “flop” that 
night ten years ago. And he isn’t the same 
man. He is a new man in Christ Jesus. 
“Born from above” and living in His Fath- 
er’s world. 


Yesterday afternoon Jim Woods (That’s 
not his name but he is a real man) came 
into my office and introduced his wife. Jim 
is a Cleveland business man now and it 
would be cruel to tell his name or in any 
open way tell of his awful days as a gambler 
and drunkard, but many a night we have 
“sacked” the saloons and persuaded and 
half-dragged Jim home. He was converted 
in our “Billy” Sunday meetings, but he only 
stuck a little while before that old appetite 
got in its awful work and—well, he became 
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a wreck. But he had a taste of a better 
life than his drinking, gambling, cursing 
friends could give him and so after a series 
of “off nights” Jim came back. He fell again 
and rose again a dozen times. But seven 
years ago he got a good footing and now 
with his charming Christian wife he was 
on the way to New York on business and 
pleasure combined, and he stopped to tell 
me all about it. I have often had a scene 
in Jim’s old home in my mind as I have 
called a drunkard’s home as near a hell 
as we can get on earth. But now Jim’s 
home is a heaven where love is. Like Ones- 
imus he was once “unprofitable” to his wife 
and to his employer and to everybody, and 
now he is “profitable” to every man with 
whom he comes in touch. I must tell Dr. 
Kendall, of Springfield, about “Jim” some 
day. He knew him in the old days. I wish 
he could see the new creature in Christ 
Jesus. But Dr. Kendall and you and I know 
others who have been changed as wonder- 
fully as Onesimus or Jim. 


“I Paul write it with mine own hand.” V. 19. 


He didn’t “dictate” it to a stenographer. 
He just sat down and wrote a good letter 
in long hand and took the time out of his 
busy life, with its crushing load of work, 
to do it. 


How many letters we “mean to write” 
and do not. 


How much the typewriter and the circu- 
lar letter are taking the place of the long 
hand letter which breathed our personality. 

The further we get from the “personal 
touch” the thinner is our influence. Circu- 
lar letters are business and efficiency neces- 
sities, but a man dries up and becomes 
worthless if he has to confine himself to the 
circular letter route all the way. Not only 
for others but for our own life we need to 
write real letters to real folks whom we love 
or who need our love. We need to get out 
of our offices and go around the block and 
see the fellow face to face (sometimes) and 
tell him the thing in this personal way that 
we might have said over the phone. 


These are the fading personal relation- 
ships which decoy us: 
From: Personal conversation to 

Telephone talk to 
A personal letter to 
A dictated letter to 
A circular letter to 
A notice in the newspaper to 
Dodgers scattered on the street. 


And some folks think they have enlight- 
ened the neighborhood or the universe be- 
cause they “put it in all the papers” or 
have scattered a handbill around the 
streets. 
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“Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the 
Lord.” V. 20. 


And you just can’t do that by long dis- 
tance. It takes the personal touch really 
to reach folks and have fellowship with 
them. Books can help and help wonderfully. 
Letters are almost like your presence if you 
write real ones. But personality must some- 
how meet personality and through spoken 
word or written note or printed page we 
must omit the grand words (which you 
never say face to face) and heart to heart 
send the words of common faith and hope 
and joy and fellowship across the space 
which divides—whether that space be as far 
as your voice can reach or as far as your 
pen can extend your personality. Say the 
word where you can. Write the word where 
you cannot. 

Erie, Pa. 


Lesson Helps for Teachers 


(THERE is no excuse in this day of books 

and publications for any Sunday-school 
teacher to come before his or her class un- 
prepared. For if one accepts a class at all, 
he is under obligation to spend some time 
and money in order that he may at least do 
the very best teaching that it is possible for 
him to do. If one has not interest enough 
in the class and self-respect enough in his 
own teaching to do that, then he had better 
resign and let some one have the class who 
will prepare for the work. For helps on the 
lesson are so numerous and so cheap that 
ignorance of the subject matter is unpardon- 
able in any one who pretends to teach. Be- 
sides our lesson quarterlies, the notes on the 
lesson in The Herald each week, and The 


Teachers and Officers Journal, every teacher 


of the uniform lessons should have one or 
more of the following books, any one of 
which can be purchased at The Christian 
Publishing Association: 


Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons, fer 1922. 
By James H. Snowden. Published by 
The Macmillan Company, New York 
City. Price, $1.50. 

Here is a new publication, being in its 
first year. It is by an author who is coming 
into recognition as an able writer and a 
thinker on _ religious subjects. He has 
produced a very helpful book, and one that 
will be sought by many teachers because of 
its compactness. He presents each lesson 
with a brevity that will appeal to the busy 
person, and yet with a fullness of suggestive 
points and material which makes the book 
worth while. We like the plan he follows in 
the treatment of each lesson, and for our- 
selves would find it quite helpful—as we be- 
lieve many teachers will who desire a well- 
arranged and thoughtful presentation of 
each lesson and do not particularly care for 
the great fund of illustrations which some of 
the other commentaries carry. The initial 
volume gives promise of another very ex- 
cellent standard series of Sunday-school les- 
son helps. 


The Monday Club Sermons, for 1922. Pub- 
lished by The Pilgrim Press, Boston. 
Price, $2.10. 


This volume is of a much older series, and 
yet it is not nearly so well known to Sun- 
day-school teachers as it deserves to be— 
and especially to the teachers of large 
classes of men and women which require 
more or less of the lecture method from the 
teacher. This volume is particularly adapt- 
ed to any who follow that type of teaching; 
for it is what its name implies, sermons. I: 
makes no attempt whatever at the kind of 


commentary work given by most other helps; 
but it does give a sermon for each lesson. 
Many different preachers have contributed 
these, among them being a number of the 
best known pulpit men of this country. 
Taken on the whole, the sermons this year 
are exceptionally good—fertile in suggestion 
and inspiration. The teacher will need other 
helps to give the setting of the lesson; but 
this is certainly a book that should be 
studied by teachers who use the lecture 
method. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, for 1922. By 
Martha Tarbell, Ph. D. Published by 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York 
City. Price, $2.10. 


This work no longer needs any introduc- 
tion to most teachers. They are already ac- 
quainted with it and the manner in which 
it treats each subject. It gives the lesson 
almost “ready made” for the teacher who is 
wise enough to do a little culling and ar- 
ranging of material. The plan of treatment 
and the information and remarkable number 
of illustrations given ought to be particular- 
ly helpful' to the teachers of the young and 
of small classes where the question method 
can be used and where a fund of illustra- 
tion and narrative is needed. We know of 
no other work that year after year gives a 
larger or better collection of illustrations 
for the various subjects treated. On ac- 
count of this feature, many preachers find 
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it valuable in sermon work, adding the book 
to their library in order to have on hand this 
illustrative material. The Tarbell Guide has 
now thoroughly established itself as one of 
the favorites of all teachers’ helps and many 
prefer it to any other. 


Peloubet’s Select Notes, for 1922. By Amos 
R. Wells. Published by the W. A. Wilde 
Company, Boston. Price, $2.10. 


But doubtless there are no “helps” pub- 
lished which are so well-known and recog- 
nized everywhere as an authority as Pelou- 
bet’s. This is the forty-eighth year they 
have been issued; and while Dr. Peloubet 
himself is dead, the work is in the hands of 
an equally able and an even more widely 


known writer on religious themes—Dr. Amos 


R. Wells, who for twenty years before Dr. 
Peloubet’s death had been his assistant in the 
preparation of this great work. It is suffi- 
cient praise for this volume to say that it 
is up to the usual standard of scholarly ex- 
cellence. This work is particularly fitted for 
the teacher and student who wish to go into 
the detailed study of the lesson. Almost 
every verse is specifically explained and com- 
mented upon, this being very frequently done 
by quotations selected from some noted au- 
thority. It is a marvel how many such 
quotations there are, indicating what a vast 
amount of research and work has been put 
into the volume. For those seeking a les- 
son commentary, we know no better. 


Points in the Pledge We are Likely to Neglect 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 11, 1921 
Luke 9: 57-62 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 


Before the meeting have some one write the pledge 
on the blackboard and mark it off something in this 
fashion, ‘Trusting/ In the Lord Jesus Christ/ For 
strength/, I promise Him/ That I will strive to 
do/ Whatever He would like to have me do/; That 
I will make it the rule of my life to pray/ And to 
read the Bible every day,/ And to support my own 
church in every way,/ Especially by attending all 
her regular Sunday/ And mid-week services,/ Unless 
prevented by some reason which I can conscien- 
tiously give to my Savior,/ and that just so far as 
I know how, throughout my whole life,/ I will en- 
deavor to lead a Christian life./ 

As an active member, I promise to be true to all 
my duties,/ To be present at/ and take some part, 
aside from singing, in every meeting, unless hin- 
dered by some reason which I can conscientiously give 
to my Lord and Master./ If obliged to be absent from 
the monthly consecration of the society, I will, if pos- 
sible, send at least a verse of Scripture to be read 
in response to my name at the roll call./ 

The leader will explain that each one of these 
marked-off divisions represents a point in the pledge 
that we are apt to neglect. Then have the different 
members tell which one they are the most liable to 
neglect. 

Another helpful way would be for the leader be- 
fore the meeting to select different points in the 
pledge and give them out to different ones and ask 
them to come to the meeting prepared to talk on 
that particular point, telling the society why there is 
liability of neglecting this point and how we can keep 
that particular point in the pledge. : 

Write on the blackboard for a motto, “I will go 
into Thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay Thee 
my vows.”—Psalm 66: 13. 


Thoughts on the Theme 


VERSE 57. “I will follow Thee whither- 

soever Thou goest.” That sounds very 
much like the clause in our pledge which 
reads, “I promise Him that I will strive to 
dc whatever He would like to have me do.” 
One who understands that has undertaken 
no small job; but dare we do any less? Can 
we be true disciples and do any less? Can 
Jesus use us in the great work of His church 
if we are unwilling to take this step? En- 


deavorers, it means something to take a 
pledge like that. It means infinite loss not 
to be willing to take such a pledge. 

Some day I trust you may all stand be- 
fore the sacred marriage altar, and when 
you do you will be asked to take some very 
solemn vows, and make some very solemn 
pledges; but I am sure that if you love the 
one you are to marry that there will be no 
hesitancy in taking those vows. If we love 
Christ as we ought, do you think that we 
would hesitate to take this pledge? 

Some-one has truthfully said, “It does not 
take much of a man to be a Christian, but 
it takes all of him.” 

V. 58. Service means sacrifice. Christ 
wished His would-be follower to know that 
His service was no easy one; that it called 
for the heroic. If any young man or wom- 
an will take this pledge and live it not alone 
in the word but in the spirit, they will find 
that they have undertaken a heroic task. 

But who does not want just such a task? 
It may mean a crown of thorns instead of 
roses; it may mean bricks instead of bou- 
quets. I believe that this pledge should be 
taken by every young Christian; but God 
forbid that it should be taken lightly or care- 
lessly. 

Vs. 59, 60. We cannot put Jesus off with 
a flimsy excuse for not taking or for not 
keeping this pledge. When we fail to take 
it we rob ourselves and when we neglect 
to keep it we rob the same individual. The 
one in our lesson surely seemed to have a 
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good excuse, but it was not one which Je- 
sus could accept. Are our excuses for neglect 
of the pledge as good as his? Was our ex- 
cuse the night we stayed away from the 
midweek prayer meeting to go to the party 
as good as the one this man presented? 
Was our excuse for staying from church on 
Sunday morning or Sunday evening, equal 
to this man’s excuse? Jesus would not ac- 
cept his; do you think that He will accept 
yours? We cannot escape the responsibil- 
ity by refusing to take the pledge. We 
ought to take it and we ought to keep it, 
and Christ will hold us responsible if we 
do not take it as well as if we do not keep 
it. In other words, the pledge but puts be- 
fore us in clear, definite form the things 
we need to do in order to be followers of 
Christ. I do not see how we can be true, 
faithful followers of Jesus and not do the 
things the pledge requires of us and we can- 
not escape those responsibilities by refusing 
to take the pledge. It was this man’s duty 
and privilege to follow Christ, and to excuse 
himself on the ground that he had not prom- 
ised so to do would not excuse him from 
the responsibility of following. 


Vs. 61, 62. The young man or woman who 
takes this pledge will certainly have a fare- 
well party for some things in life. If this 
pledge is kept, some things will have to 
go. In one life it will be one thing, in an- 
other life it will be another. But it may be 
farewell to that thing; or farewell to Je- 
sus. Have you taken the pledge? Then no 
looking back. Face front and do your 
best with His help to keep it. 


By Way of Illustration 


Stop and think of the many wonderful 
promises, which are pledges, that God has 
made to us. Would you like to have God 
keep His pledges as you keep yours? 

A rich heathen in a storm at sea vowed 
to Jupiter if he would save him and his 
vessel, he would sacrifice a hundred oxen. 
When the storm abated he thought seven 
would be sufficient. Other storms arose and 
with each storm his sacrifice decreased. 
From seven oxen to one, and then to a 
sheep; and when at last safe on shore, a 
few dates were considered as enough. But 
these dates were eaten while on the way 
to the altar, and the shells alone were left 
as an offering to Jupiter. I wonder if 
selfishness is not at the bottom of much of 
our neglect of the pledge. 


“We may trifle with anything rather than 
with a fresh and tender vow.” 


Andreas, an Hungarian king, having 
vowed to go to the holy wars, went to Je- 
rusalem with all his forces, and when there 
bathed himself as if to wash off his promise 
and returned home again without striking 
a blow. Such is the case of many at pres- 
ent.—Spencer. 


“He who breaks his vow with God may 
not be trusted to keep his word with man.” 


_ When a man is sworn into the service of 
his country it is a part of that oath that 
he pledge fealty and loyalty to that coun- 
try. Should we do less when we enter the 
service of the Lord Jesus Christ? The man 
who would be false to his vows to his coun- 
try would not be ranked as a true patriot; 
he might be called by a much harsher term. 
How about the Christian who is untrue to 
his vows? 
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For Discussion 

Which point in the pledge are you the most likely 
to neglect? Why? (This question should be given 
to several.) 

How may we overcome the tendency to neglect the 
pledge? 

Name somethings we lose if we neglect the pledge. 

Do you think the pledge of any real value? What? 

Is there any clause of the pledge that you think 
unreasonable? Which? Why? 

How may we keep the pledge? 


For the Lookout Committee 
Make a large star or sun with many rays 
and then seek to fill the rays with the names 
of new members secured, writing a name 
on each ray. 
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Or draw and cut out of green cardboard 
a Christmas tree. Secure silver star stick- 
ers and as new members are added stick 
a star on the tree with the name of the new 
member written thereon. Every member 
who secures two or more new members is 
entitled to have a red candle, cut from paste- 
board, with his name written thereon, 
stuck on the tree. Have this latter contest 
end with Christmas. 
1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 


Communications 


A Neglect of the Church 


My attention was recently called to an ar- 
ticle in The Herald for September 8 
entitled, “A Witness for the Defense.” May 
I make a partial reply to this article. I 
might say that I am a churchman; and any 
criticisms that I may make of the clergy or 
the church are made, not from the point 
of view of an outsider wishing to cast slurs, 
but rather from that of an insider wishing 
to see the church more constructively help- 
ful to humanity. 


The article is very ~well written. But 
after allowing for the able arguments, I 
find myself among that continually growing 
group of individuals who feel that the 
church, generally speaking, with notable ex- 
ceptions to prove the rule, is neglecting some 
great opportunities for human betterment. 
I believe that this is true in a number of 
respects, but the specific instance that I 
have in mind is that of social-economic re- 
form. It is difficult for me to see how any 
lover of humanity, who is cognizant of so- 
cial-economic conditions existing today, can 
be content with what the church is attempt- 
ing to do to better them. 

The clergy are concerned with what they 
term the spiritual. They contend that the 
purpose of the church is to bring men up 
to God. I have no quarrel with the idea of 
worshiping God in the sense of reverenc- 
ing a Mystic Being, who is supposed to be 
apart from the universe as well as in all 
things. If this generation needs anything 
it needs reverence in the broad sense of the 
term. But it seems to me at least equally 
important to workship God “in spirit and in 
truth.” I like the text, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Prob- 
ably none of us complies with the require- 
ments and none has the perfect vision. But 
I like to think that men of various shades 
of theological opinion, as a result of their 
comparative purity of heart, have visions 
of the Divine Spirit. It would seem, then, 
that a very important part of the process 
of helping men to find God consists in the 
urging of men to practice righteousness and 
honesty, both individually and socially, in 
our everyday lives. 


Down through the ages, men, and espe- 
cially women, have been remarkably able to 
practice reverence for the Mystic through 
prayer, song, liturgy, ritual, church spires, 
etc. Far be it from me to belittle the value 
of such worship. But, with respect to main- 
taining the right relations between man and 
man, politically, socially, and economically, 
the human race seems to have signally 
failed. Observance of this failure has led 
many to believe that there is some social, 
governmental, as well as individual, impedi- 
ment to the attainment of desirable human 
relations. As a result, various schools of 
thought have developed, based on the con- 
viction that there is something radically 


wrong with our social-economic system. One 
school apparently believes that society has 
left too much power in the hands of the in- 
dividual, which has led to the abuse of lib- 
erty; and that, as a result of individual com- 
petition and group competition, very unde- 
sirable human relations have developed. 
This school proposes that we substitute com- 
pulsory co-operation for individual competi- 
tion, and trust the united power of collec- 
tivism to destroy the evils existing under a 
system which fosters a high degree of indi- 
vidual liberty. Now, all exgept philosophi- 
cal anarchists believe in more or less com- 
pulsory co-operation. This is the method of 
maintaining law and order. But, on the 
other hand, a considerable degree of in- 
dividual liberty is essential to human pro- 
gress. It is always the minority that leads 
the way to better things. Oftentimes, it 
takes generations to persuade the majority 
to follow. So while in the interest of law 
and order we must politically submit to the 
rule of the majority, it would be very un- 
wise for the majority to assume too great 
control over the acts of the individual. A 
high degree of individual liberty is just as 
essential to progress in the realm of indus- 
try as in the realm of religion. The spirit 
of voluntary co-operation is the spirit that 
we wish to inculcate into the minds and 
hearts of all. But, to my mind, compulsory 
co-operation, carried to the extreme, would 
constitute one of the worst forms of slavery. 
The result would be stagnation, oppressive 
dictation by oligarchical groups, detoriation, 
and demoralization. The collectivists refer 
us to the ant to show the wonderful results 
of co-operation; but a study of the system 
prevailing among ants will reveal a system 
of mass slavery and mass war, two gross 
evils that human society wishes to eliminate 
from its system. 


Another school of thought believes that 
competition is the law of life. From the 
cradle to the grave, the human being, con- 
sciously or subconsciously, is struggling 
against opposing forces. As a result of this 
struggle, the organism develops strength, 
endurance, efficiency, grace, etc. This school 
of thought does not condemn competition. 
It accepts it as a fact of life. Its adherents 
believe that it is impossible to destroy it 
and unwise to attempt so to do. They be- 
lieve that a high degree of individual liberty 
and consequent competition between man 
and man is essential to the best human prog- 
ress. They, of course, do not believe in re- 
verting to the law of the jungle. But, they 
do contend that in the process of the evolu- 
tion of civilization, we should aim, not to 
destroy an elemental law of life and prog- 
ress, but rather so to modify competition as 
to make it fit harmoniously into a social 
system of individuals wishing to live on 
friendly terms one with another. They be- 
lieve that legitimate competition is perfectly 
consistent with friendly human relations, 
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and that the practice of individual compe- 
tition may be consistent with the spirit of 
voluntary co-operation. In a competitive 
game, the true sport who-is defeated looks 
upon the victor with friendly admiration, 
provided the game has been fairly played, 
and the victor entertains a cordial sympathy 
toward his defeated opponent. Both have 
developed as a result of the contest. But 
if the defeated person knows that he has 
been cheated out of a victory, a very differ- 
ent attitude is entertained by both persons. 
If the vanquished is not full of grace, he is 
apt to be conjuring up in his mind some 
underhanded way of getting even at some 
future time. Thus a spirit of unfriendli- 
ness is developed. This school of thought 
maintains that the game of industry as 
played today is unfair, because it is based 
on society-made, unjust laws with regard 
to the land at the very foundation of our 
economic system. It is not the purpose of 
the article to give a detailed exposition of 
the economic philosophy of Henry George, 
but rather to touch on its moral and spirit- 
ual significance, and thus to stimulate a 
greater interest in the subject on the part 
of churchmen. Many people seem to think 
that the sole question in the minds of the 
so-called “single taxers” is that of the es- 
tablishment of the most practicable system 
of taxation, that this is a matter for experts 
to determine, and the less the rank and 
file of the citizens think about it the better. 
On the contrary, what they are concerned 
with is rousing people to see that a grievous, 
unjust, impoverishing, and demoralizing 
wrong is entrenched in our economic system 
at its foundation, which can be corrected 
only by social action,,and they propose their 
idea of tax-reform to accomplish the pur- 
pose. If the clergyman or anyone else has 
a better remedy to propose to correct the 
evil, let him propose it. But, if he believes 


that social justice and civic righteousness . 


have an important influence on the spiritual 
and material well-being of humanity, let 
him not go on forever ignoring this evil, or 
doing nothing to correct it. Of course, if 
he does not believe in the single tax phi- 
losophy, let him not preach it until he does. 
But, until he has taken the trouble fairly 
to study the subject, let him maintain an 
open mind, and not refer to the appeal for 
social honesty and civic righteousness as a 
mere “political nostrum” or “passing fad.” 


The author of “A Witness for the De- 
fense” infers that the church cannot take a 
stand for reforms like the single tax, be- 
cause there would be too much difference of 
opinion about them. Does he not appreciate 
that there is a difference of opinion about 
nine-tenths of the things that the clergy 
preach about? Of course, the church as a 
whole cannot take a stand for any new pro- 
posal. But, in a free church the clergy 


ought to be free to preach their honest con- 


victions with respect to moral and spiritual 
problems. What is the purpose of preach- 
ing? To say what one’s parishioners are 
already unanimously convinced of, or to lead 
them in paths of righteousness? Is the 
church too high and holy a place in which 
to denounce gross social injustices, and to 
arouse the social conscience to respond to 
the appeal for correction of this social trans- 
gression? I would not, of course, have the 
church made over into a mere school of 
political economy. Nor would I have her 
foster every law proposed for human better- 
ment. I have little sympathy with the at- 
tempts of those persons, who, every time 
that they meet poverty or sin are inclined 
to run to the legislature to stimulate the 
passage of another relief measure or another 
prohibitive law. To my mind, one of the 
greatest menaces of the age is the tendency 
to too great governmental coercion of the 
individual. The problem of poverty will 


never be solved aright by transforming the 
government into a huge regimental poor- 
house. The problem of sin will never be 
solved aright by attempting to substitute 
“legislative nostrums” and governmental 
dictation for education and individual re- 
generation. 

But the reform proposed is not a legis- 
lative remedy in the sense of a “nostrum,” 
but rather a correction of bad social habits 
as regards our system of taxation. It is 
proposed that society in the interest of im- 
proving its own health, both collectively and 
individually, correct these bad habits and 
substitute good habits therefor, cease to do 
evil and learn to do well, cease to practice 
injustice and learn to practice justice. Lib- 
erty and justice are the ideals of our Re- 
public. It is proposed that we establish our 
social system on a just economic basis, and 
thus give the individual the liberty, under 
the law, to do and become his best. 

If the church believes in these ideals of 
liberty and justice, and their influence on 
the spiritual and material well-being of hu- 
manity, let her look well to this reform. In 
the present world-crisis, to make general 
statements that all the world needs is Chris- 
tianity, that all that should be preached is 
the “pure gospel,” is to dodge the issue and 


to distract the attention from the considera- 
tion of needed reforms. Economic reform 
is the order of the age. Some reforms, 
good, bad, or indifferent, are bound to come. 
t is highly desirable that they be good 
rather than bad, orderly rather than dis- 
orderly, constructive rather than destructive 
—or if necessarily somewhat destructive, at 
least constructively destructive, evolution- 
ary rather than revolutionary. The Chris- 
tian urge, it seems to me, should stimulate 
us to do our part toward the accomplish- 
ment of these desired ends. If Christianity 
stands for anything, it stands for the prin- 
ciple' that “The letter killeth, but the spirit 
maketh alive.” Jesus of Nazareth was not 
confined to the letter of the Scriptures, as 
then existent, but preached to the needs of 
men as He saw them. Can His followers 
afford to do otherwise? It is not to be ex- 
pected that the church as a whole agree 
with reference to economic reform. But, 
let those churchmen who catch the vision of 
the great moral and spiritual reform, pro- | 
posed by Henry George, feel free to preach 
their convictions, not in the spirit of revo- 
lutionary hate, but in the spirit of evolu- 
tionary good will to all mankind. 
FENNER A. CHACE. 
Fall River, Mass.” 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 

Rice City—In September, the present field 
secretary made his first visit to Rice City, 
a little hamlet in the western part of Rhode 
Island. This church has been supplied for 
the past seven years by Rev. H. S. Filmer, a 
Baptist minister, who is pastor of a Baptist 
church some six miles distant, and who also 
supplies our church at Moosup Valley. Ar- 
rangements were made at this first visit to 
hold a week’s meetings. This was done, be- 
ginning October 31, and closing on Sunday 
evening, November 6. Two open confessions 
were made in the meetings, and one in a 
home near by. The secretary was entertain- 
ed in the home of Brother C. B. Andrews, 
where he was made to feel as one of the 
family. He was told it was twenty-three 
years since a member had been received into 
the little church. Since the special services 
closed, I learn that two more public confes- 
sions have been made at the invitation of the 
minister. Five are planning to drive to 
Westerly on December 11, and receive bap- 
tism here, because they have no baptistry 
in their own church. These converts, to- 
gether with a number who will join by 
letter, will make a class of some eight or 
ten soon to be received into the membership 
at Rice City. 

Moosup Valley—This place was also visit- 
ed in September. This church is only about 
two miles from Rice City, standing out in 
the open country. A little cemetery nestles 
in among the trees near by, a schoolhouse 
across the road, and a public library along 
side the church building. The library con- 
tains a most wonderfully large and well- 
assorted lot of books for a community of 
its size.. Here on Sunday, November 13, the 
secretary conducted the funeral of Ralph 
Dexter, a young man who died as the result 
of an operation. It was his younger sister, 
Eva, who gave her heart to Christ in the 
home, just before Ralph was taken to a 
Providence hospital. It is to be hoped these 
two churches, so close to each other may 
find a means of more vital co-operation. 


Foster Center—The church at Foster 
Center was not visited in September, but 


during the week at Rice City, Mr. Filmer 
very kindly took the secretary in his car 
over to this point, where he was privileged 
to interview several people connected with 
the church in one way or another. This 
church is now being supplied by the Baptist 
State colporteur, a Mr. Watt, and a young 
student by the name of Strouse. By alter- 
nating, the church manages to have service 
every Sunday. Here we are hoping to 
organize a Christian Endeavor society in 
the not distant future. 


Clayville—At Clayville we have had a 
church building for quite a long time, but 
up to a little more than a year ago, no 
church organization had been effected. 
Lawrence Greenwood, who was one of the 
singing evangelists in the Chapman-Alex- 
ander campaign carried on in Boston some 
years ago, conducted a meeting at Clayville 
about a year ago, resulting in the organiza- 
tion of a church, which is soon to have 
recognition service, at which time it will be 
formally received as a member of this con- 
ference. When the house was erected years 
ago, it was done for the accommodation of 
members of the Rockland Church. 


Rockland—At the time of the secretary’s 
visit to Clayville, he also visited Rockland. 
The two buildings are little if any more than 
a mile apart. Rockland is now threatened 
with the loss, not only of its building, but 
of its field. The city of Providence has 
entered condemnation proceedings for a 
great water supply plant, which includes the 
site of our church and the village in which 
it is located. Several factory buildings are 
located here, and their owners are seeking 
to restrain the city from usurping their 
water privileges. Just what the outcome 
may be, cannot be positively determined at 
this time. Rev. G. B. Cutler, who has been 
away for a time, is now back on the field as 
pastor, both at Rockland and at Clayville. 


West Mansfield—The church at West 
Mansfield, Mass., whose building was de- 
stroyed by fire more than a year ago, has 
decided to wait until spring before begin- 
ning their building operations. Material 
will be hauled this winter, so that with the 
opening of spring they may be able to go 
forward at once. They are being supplied 
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from near-by points through the kindness 
of several denominations. 


Assonet—The quarterly meeting of con- 
ference will be held with this church De- 
cember 7, when our Foreign Mission Secre- 
tary, Rev. W. P. Minton, will be with. us 
to tell of his visits to Japan and Porto Rico. 


Westerly—Our energies here have been 
devoted considerably to material improve- 
ments. In addition to the new classroom 
which was built in the spring, the laying of 
a new hardwood floor in the auditorium, the 
general overhauling of the pipe organ, and 
redecorating the walls of auditorium, the 
Ladies’ Aid society has interested itself in 
staining and varnishing the floors in the 
several rooms of the basement. The kitchen 
has been enlarged, so that on such occasions 
as our annual banquet, the service required 
can be carried on to much better advantage. 
A number of rugs have been secured, so 
that when everything is complete, which will 
be in a week or two, we shall have a rather 
commodious and pleasant place of worship. 
But it is not the purpose to allow these 
material improvements, important as they 
are, to usurp the place of that which is our 
first business, and for which equipment is 
but a means of preparation. At our mid- 
week meetings we are now attempting to 
drill a class in evangelism. If this work 
succeeds, as its importance deserves, we 
shall have a church in a year or so we hope, 
that shall win men to Christ in ever-increas- 
ing numbers. 

Special effort is now being made through- 
out the conference to increase the attend- 
ance at our meetings for public worship. To 
this end a number of messages have been 
furnished by several of the pastors, giving 
reasons why people should attend church. 


Rev. C. A. Tillinghast, D. D., who recently 
sustained another paralytic stroke, is suffer- 
ing considerably. The beautiful devotion 
with which he is being cared for doubtless 
brings as much comfort as human affection 
can furnish, but the strain upon the pa- 
tient and his daughter and son-in-law must 
be such as to merit our frequent re- 
membrance of them all at the throne.— 
P. S. SAILER, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 


Mansfield—We are well satisfied in our 
new field of work. We have become ac- 
quainted with most of the people in the com- 
munity. Bethel Church is located five miles 
southeast of Farmer City and five miles 
southwest of Mansfield. This is a commun- 
ity center, people living five and six miles 
away attend church here. This is a beautiful 
location. A nice plant with all modern equip- 
ment. We should thank God for such men as 
Hershey, Rowe, Dull, and Rippey, the former 
pastors of this chucrh, as well as the men 
of the church who had a vision of building, 
organizing, and spiritualizing. If the church 
of Jesus Christ ever reaches its aim, every 
community must unionize, harmonize, and 
organize. The church here is doing good. 
The Sunday-school, under the supervision of 
Charles James, is making good headway. 
There is an average attendance of 125 in 
thirteen classes all nicely arranged. Our 
church attendance is about 200 each Sunday. 
Last Sunday was a special day for the 
church. A nice program was rendered at 
the eleven o’clock hour, after which the 
Thank Offering was given. Sunday, Octo- 
ber 27, at 6: 30, the Christian Endeavor or- 
ganization will give a special program on the 
subject, “The Immigrants.” We are expect- 
ing good results from this meeting. Pray 
for us at Bethel.—J. T. Brooks. 


INDIANA 


Lebanon, November 42—We are steadily 
growing numerically and spiritually at 
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Monday Club Sermons 


Peloubet’s Select Notes 
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Teacher, be Prepared 


S. S. Lesson Helps for 1922 


This is one of the finest things published. There is 


a sermon on the teachings of each lesson, given by 
some noted divine. Scholarly and fine. 
Arnold’s Practical Commentary 


Every one knows this old stand-by. It is up to its 
usual standard for 1922. 


Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide 


Splendid in comment. 
One of the best. A great favorite. 


$2.10 


$1.10 


Profuse in illustrations. 


$2.10 


The old favorite and standard. Always of first- 
class quality in every respect. 


Snowden’s Sunday School Book 


Practical exposition of the International Sunday- 
school Lessons, Improved Uniform Series: Topics 
for young people and adults. 


With Helps so Cheap 


there is no excuse in these days for poor teaching. The 
teacher who will not spend a few dollars a year to qualify 


$1.60 


for teaching, is hardly worthy the honor and privilege of 


having a class. 


Order at Once 
The Christian Publishing Association 


Tifth and Ludlow 





Browns Wonder Church, having recently re- 
ceived five adult members at one meeting. 
Our pastor is Rev. Wm. Kibby, of Advance, 
who continually holds before us the ideal 
life of the true Christian. I am treasurer 
of the woman’s board of missions of West- 
ern Indiana Christian Conference and the 
Thank Offerings are beginning to come in 
nicely. Generous offerings from Christian 
Liberty, New Salem, Mellott, and Browns 
Wonder have already been received.— RETHA 
HENDERSON. 


Merom, November 19—Sunday, October 
80, we close a very successful meeting at the 
Oak Grove Church. There have been fifteen 
additions to the church, thirteen by confes- 
sion and two by letter. The church was 
greatly revived. There were large crowds 
in attendance. We are planning to have our 
baptizing Sunday, November 20, using the 
baptistry in the Disciples’ Church at Pales- 
tine, Ill. Closing our meeting on Sunday 
night we began our meeting at Bethlehem, 
Monday, October 31, which was also a great 


| 
| 
| 
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! 
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success with eight additions to the church. 
The people there have just started a Chris- 


tian Endeavor society which I am sure will: 


be a great success. They decided also to go 
back to the old-time prayer meeting on 
Wednesday evening. I began the work on 
this field October 1. I am greatly pleased 
with the work and people. We desire the 
prayers of the brethren that we may have 
success in the great work of the Kingdom 
of God.— JOHN H. HARPER. 


NEW YORK 


Medusa, November 18—The annual dona- 
tion of the Christian Church here was 
large, ninety-four dollars being received. 
Rev. Robert Waddell, the pastor, who 
supplies every Sunday afternoon from 
his charge at South Westerlo, is giving good 
satisfaction. The congregation is steadily 
increasing. Mrs. Jennie Gifford, our church 
clerk, and her daughter, Miss Eva D. Gif- 
ford, left this week for Lakemont. The lat- 
ter will attend Starkey Seminary. The 
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church will ever hold in loving memory the 
late Helen Bates, of South Westerlo, who 
willed the $720 to the Medusa Christian 
Church, of which she had been a faithful 
member since her girlhood, as well as her 
husband, who had been a member many 
years. He preceded his wife but a few 
years. This is the first endowment fund 
the church has ever had.—E. C. BARRETT. 


Brooklyn—The second Sunday in Novem- 
ber was observed by the Christian Church 
of the Evangel as annual home-coming day. 
The pastor, Rev. Herbert A. Barton, in the 
morning preached a sermon appropriate for 
the occasion. The evening brought to us 
one of the former pastors, Rev. Dr. Martyn 
T. Summerbell, who preached a strong and 
able sermon on “The Church of the Living 
God.” There were a number of persons liv- 
ing at a distance who were in attendance at 
the evening gathering that they might once 
more be back home in the old Greenpoint 
Church. On Armistice Day a union serv- 
ice under the auspices of the Greenpoint 
ministerial association was held in the 
Evangel Church. A number of churches 
united in this service, bringing together a 
large congregation which packed the church 
building to the doors. The pastor of the 
Methodist Church preached the sermon. 
This church is rejoicing over the fact that 
they have just completed covering the en- 
tire front of the church and the base of 
the tower with the Century asbestos shin- 
gles, greatly improving the appearance. In 
spite of the cost running to over $1200, the 
major part of the cost has been paid, leav- 
ing only a small balance which is covered 
by pledges and with cash on hand, so that 
only ten dollars remain to be taken 
care of. During the sixty years of the his- 
tory of this Brooklyn Church they never 
had a parsonage, but now they are deter- 
mined to secure one.—H. A. BARTON. 


Randall—The Christian Church at Ran- 
dall, which had been closed for some time, 
has been reopened for service, and the peo- 


ple are again rejoicing in the privileges of ~ 


worship. Services are held regularly Sun- 
day afternoons in charge of a neighboring 
pastor of another denomination. 


Pittsfield—The Pittsfield Christian Church 
now is open for regular preaching services, 
and prospects are wr for a Sunday- 
school. This is the only church in the com- 
munity, and the opportunity is present for 
a fine Christian work. 


South Westerlo—A large delegation from 
the Christian Church at South Westerlo at- 
tended the recent county Sunday-school Con- 
vention at Albany. This is but one indica- 
tion of the active interest of the South Wes- 
terlo Church in the aggressive work of the 
Kingdom, under the leadership of the new 
pastor, Rev. Robert Waddell, and Mrs. Wad- 
dell. In an effort to revive the old Albany 
and Grene Quarterly Conference, a program 
has been arranged for special services, De- 
cember 1. and 2, in the South Westerlo 
Church. Rev. C. L. Nichols, of Ravena, and 
Rev. W. D. Rockwell, of Medway, are co- 
operating heartily with Rev. R. Waddell. 
Rev. R. G. English will also be present for a 
part of the session. 


Albany—“Father and Son” week was ob- 
served with good results at the First Chris- 
tian Church. A fine number of men and 
boys attended the morning service on Sun- 
day and a good delegation joined in a ban- 
quet at the Y. M. C. A. A visit from Dr. 
Coffin a few weeks ago was much apprecia- 
ted by many friends. He gave a strong 
message at the morning service, and assisted 
the pastor in the evening worship. The sec- 
ond Sunday in November the right hand of 
fellowship was extended to eight new mem- 


bers, six of whom were splendid young men. 
Interest has been increasing recently in the 
Church School, and the outlook is more 
hopeful than for a long time past. The 
Christian Endeavor society continues to do 
good work, and plans are under way for the 
organization of an Intermediate society. The 
pastor and family have been invited to meet 
with the friends of the Medway Christian 
Church in a community Thanksgiving.—R. 
G. ENGLISH. 


MISSOURI 


Mendon, November 21—Rev. C. M. De- 
Weese began a meeting at Bethlehem Chris- 
tian Church, Carroll County, Missouri, Octo- 
ber 23. He was joined by Rev. T. B. Sweet 
on Tuesday night following. The meeting 
lasted two weeks, and resulted in fifteen ad- 
ditions to the church, six of whom were 
heads of families. Sunday, November 6, at 
his regular appointment, Rev. DeWeese re- 
ceived three more members into church fel- 
lowship and baptized twelve. The church 
was much revived.—CARTER DEWEESE. 


OHIO 


West Manchester, November 28—Sunday, 
November 27, will mark the beginning of a 
series of revival meetings which will be in 
charge of Rev. H. S. Huey. We will have 
with us Mr. Jesse Miller, of West Carrolton, 
who will lead the singing. Prayer meetings 
are being held every night this week. The 
attendance is fair and the interest good and 
it is hoped will continue so throughout the 
meetings. A large number of our members 
were in attendance at the meeting of the 
Monroe Township Sunday-school Association 
at Twin Creek Chapel. A. G. Caris, presi- 
dent of Defiance College, was present and 
gave a fine talk on the present-day condi- 
tions pertaining to Sunday-school and church 
work. He also gave a splendid illustrated 
lecture in the evening. Several from this 


- place attended. The next convention will be 


held in February at the local Christian 
Church, West Manchester. Rev. Huey at- 
tended the Central Christian Convention 
held at Huntington, Indiana, and reports a 
splendid convention and a fine time. The 
Woman’s Bible class will elect its officers and 
teachers for the following year sometime dur- 
ing the month of December, at the home of 
Mrs. Carle Bearce, class secretary. The at- 
tendance during the year has been fair, but 


the interest should be greater.—MYRTLE 
TRONE. 


VIRGINIA 


Norfolk—In his sermon on a recent Sun- 
day evening, the pastor of the Christian 
Temple, Dr. L. E. Smith, discussed the sub- 
ject, “Shall We Arm or Die?” when the 
following questions came up for considera- 
tion: 

1. As we fight, and fight we must, what shall be 
our weapons of warfare? 

2. Shall we pin our faith to armies and navies 
or to international justice and good will? 


3. Shall ours be swords and spears or pruning 
hooks and plowshares? ‘ 


4. Shall we stand with weapons of death ip our 
hands or shall we march with our feet shod with 
the preparation of*the gospel of peace? 

5. Shall we look to the gospel of Bismark or to 
the gospel of Christ for our salvation? 

6. What shall be our program? What shall be 
our program for this and for coming generations? 


History of the Hebrew Common- 
wealth 


This book, by Bailey and Kent, will be 
found of great value in teaching the lessons 
in the Old Testament, a study which is pur- 
sued by those using the Uniform Lessons 
for the next nine months, The maps are in- 
valuable; there are also many fine pictures 
which will prove helpful, and the descrip- 
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Christmas Folders 


Series No. 776 


me 6h Twelve = designs 
wee} lithographed on 
heavy card stock. 
Size of Folder, 
1% x 5%, furnish- 
ed with envelopes. 


Price, postpaid, 
30e per dozen, 
$1.75 per hundred. 





Robert Louis Stevenson said: “Man liveth 
not by bread alone, but principally by catch- 
words.” So here is a series of hand-lettered 
“Catchword Post Cards,” each carrying a 





friendly or inspirational message printed in 
two colors on buff-tone stock. It will aid you 
in solving the problem of picking out @ cara 
expressing the right kind of sentiment to 
mail your friends at the holiday season. 
Contains a selection of sixteen postals for 
Christmas, with conventional Christmas 
decorations, all original sentiments. 
Price, postpaid, 25 cents each. 
o 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Dayton, Ohio 








tions are so plainly written as to prove 
illuminating to many Bible texts as well as 
giving an insight into general conditions. 
The book is brought down to the time of 
General Allenby’s entry into Jerusalem, and 
the suggestions in the appendix make it a 
fine study book. Care should be used, how- 
ever, in putting this book into the hands of 
young people, as in many cases it takes the 
higher critical view. It is a good book for 
teachers. Published by Chas. Scribner’s 
Son, price, $2.00. For sale by The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association. 
Mrs. F. E. BULLOCK. 


Peloubet’s Select Notes 


Four times twelve are forty-eight. Some 
teachers have used Peloubet’s “Select Notes” 
twelve years, some twenty-four years, some 
thirty-six years, and some almost half a 
century, for the forty-eighth volume is now 
before the public, and I feel sure the gen- 
eral verdict will be that it is fully up to the 
standard which the authors have created 
for this excellent work. 

The first nine months of 1922 the Sun- 
day-school lessons give us companionship 
with the later leaders and prophets of Is- 
rael and Judah, and this companionship is 
made delightful and enriching by the many 
angles from which the book enables us to 
view the lives and study the examples and 
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influence of these men upon the times in 
which they lived, for Mr. Wells, the author, 
has gleaned from many sources so that help- 
ful, inspiring, and illuminating thoughts 
gleam from every page. From these pages 
the teacher can gather stores of usable ma- 
terial with which to unfold and teach the 
lesson. The book is full of illustrations and 
the subject is so thoroughly covered that 
the teacher, if he is apt, need not be at a 
loss to find points with which to illumine and 
make the lesson helpful to his class. 

The maps and pictures in “Select Notes” 
are clear, comprehensive, and § illustrative. 
The material is easy to utilize and the 
teacher will not find a lot of useless matter 
to deal with, as much and great pains have 
been put into the book, making it a most 
valuable commentary on the lessons of the 
year. The mechanical appearance of the 
book makes it a pleasure to handle and 
seers it lies open similar to a flexible bound 


Price $2.00 net, and $2.10 delivered. It 
is published by W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, 
Mass., but can be ordered through The 
Christian Publishing Association. 

S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 


Rev. Sarah A. Besemer 


Rev. Sarah A. Besemer, wife of Rev. J. 
E. Besemer, was born in Westbury, New 
York, April 27, 1847, and departed this life 
November 13, 1921. Having been left an 
orphan at the age of eight years, she was 
bound to a family by the name of Burghdorf 
until she was eighteen years of age. 

December 11, 1864, she was united in mar- 
riage to, Rev. J. E. Besemer, then a soldier 
in the Civil War. She was happily con- 
vérted to Jesus Christ at the home of her 
husband, alone with his mother, and lived a 
consistent Christian life the rest of her days. 
She entered the Christian Biblical Institute 
at Stanfordville, Dutchess County, N. Y., in 
December, 1880. She was ordained to the 
gospel ministry June 3, 1883, by the North- 
ern Christian Conference at the East Houns- 
field Church in Jefferson County, N. Y. She 
was always a faithful assistant in the gospel 
‘work of her husband. 

The funeral services were held at Cort- 
land, N. Y., where burial was made. 


Nancy’s Way 


E expected brilliant things of our Nancy 

and we grumbled a great deal when she 
married during her first year out of col- 
lege. But we became reconciled as she made 
us see, the splendor of motherhood. Four 
babies were welcomed into the little red 
bungalow during the next few years. Nan- 
cy’s methods of bringing up truthful God- 
fearing youngsters were as original and ef- 
fective as her thesis on “Mental Measure- 
ments.” 

Once when I dropped in on Nancy there 
was a patter of light feet in the hall and in 
burst Nancy, the Second. Her brown eyes 
were as round as dollars and her long thick 
braids bristled with horror. “George swore, 
mother,” she whispered hoarsely, “he swore 
twice.” 

Nancy patted me on the shoulder as she 
vanished. “Whip the cream for me,” she 
begged, “it’s on the first shelf in the pan- 
try.” 

I heard a long shrill wail of protest which 
grew fainter and then died away. Nancy, 
the Second, and rosy Abbie May helped me 
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get luncheon. Nancy appeared when we 
had everything ready. She smiled at us as 
she put some slices of bread and butter and 
a mug of milk on a tray. 

“You’re a treasure,” she declared, “I’ll be 
down in a minute.” 


“Where’s George?” demanded her mate 
as he rushed into the house and only Jack, 
Abbie May, and Nancy, the Second, flew at 
him. 

“In the hospital,” said Nancy as she tied 
Abbie May’s blue bows in the original Nancy 
fashion. 

When the other three were safely in bed 
we tiptoed into the hospital which turned 
out to be a little attic chamber away from 
the rest of the house. Nancy’s mate, pointed 
with an appreciative grin to the sheet 
dipped in disinfectants which hung in front 
of the doorway. “George loathes the odor 
of disinfectants,” he said under his breath. 

“Yes, and he’ll hate profane language be- 
fore he is discharged.” Nancy said with spir- 
it. Then her face grew tender as she looked 
at the rosy sleeper. “He’d counted on cream 
pie all day,” she said ruefully. 

Her mate closed the door softly. “Nancy 
treats lying, stealing, and other juvenile 
crimes as contagious diseases. The culprit 
is thoroughly scrubbed and put to bed on 
invalid diet.” 

“One of the results of breaking the law 
is to be, shunned by society,” remarked Nan- 
cy. “We mothers and teachers should make 
children realize it.” 

George was in a very chastened mood the 
next morning. He had felt the iron hand of 
the law although no harsh word had been 
spoken. 

Conscientious little Abbie May was a 
worker, but Nancy, the Second, was a sad 
little shirk. We happened out in the kitch- 
en one day and found Abbie May washing 
a tub full of dishes while Nancy, the Second, 
was curled like a kitten in the big rocking 
chair. 

“I helped Abbie May with her home 
work,” she explained lamely. 

“That was kind of you,” said Nancy even- 
ly, “here, Abbie May, I’ll wipe these. No, 
Nancy, go on with your book.” 

“Abbie May had been doing those, dishes 
alone for weeks,” Nancy told me later, “and 
I thought I had cured my little shirk.” 


For the next few days Nancy, the Second, 
did her share ostentatiously. But her moth- 
er had made up her mind that she needed a 
lesson. The great secret of Nancy’s success 
in training her children was due to the 
tenacity with which she clung to her chosen 
course. 

Saturday at breakfast she casually in- 
quired of Abbie May if she knew how to 
reach a large, crockery store. “I’d change 
at Main Street for a Walnut Square car and 
I’d go right by it,” said the little girl sagely. 

“T looked at dinner sets lately,” said her 
mother, “and I found four pretty ones that 
I liked. Suppose you go in and look at them 
this morning and choose the one out of my 
four that you like best.” 

Abbie May grew an inch taller as we 
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International Bible Class Motto 
“OTHERS” 


By C. D. Meigs 





“Others” is being adopted as a motto by 
Bible Classes and Sunday-schools far and 
near. 

Form D—Gift card, 6% x 10% inches. 
Mounted on beautiful mat printed in soft 
colors, enclosed in fine grade envelope, @ 
beauty, each 20c, postpaid. 

Form E—Christmas Edition of Form D, il- 
lustrated above. Holly border, red and green, 
fastened to mat with holly ribbon, enclosed in 
fine grade, white envelope, 20 cents each, 
postpaid. 

No. 241—There has been a great demand for 
“Others” made up as a durable motto for 
classrooms, Sunday-schools, and churches. 
Here it is now in a handsome and inexpensive 


- form. Made up on very durable cloth and 


printed in cream. 19 x 11% inches. Price, 75 
cents, 
Oo 
‘THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Dayton, Ohio 





looked at her. Her rosy little face glowed 
with pleasure. 

“T’ll go with you,” volunteered Nancy, the 
Second. 

“You are not interested in pretty dishes,” 
objected her mother, “besides I shall need 
you.” 

Abbie May departed happily. “I shall 
worry every minute that she is gone,” ad- 
mitted her mother, “but responsibility is the 
best thing in the world for gentle Abbie 
May. My little shirk, on the other hand, 
needs to know some of the joys of the home- 
maker.” , 

So when Abbie May returned her mother 
said happily, “Won’t we have a wonderful 
time choosing wall paper next month, dear? 
You keep your room so neatly that I am go- 
ing to let you help me.” 

Nancy, the Second, departed noiselessly. 
Then we heard the tread of little feet above 
and the noise of furniture being tugged 
about. Capable Abbie May rushed away to 
join her sister. It was plain that Nancy, 
the Second, intended to choose her wall 
paper, too. 
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Nancy grinned. “It takes a lot of con- 
triving to teach little folks that it pays to 
be good in the long run.” 

“Big folks, too,” I said with a sigh.— Mary 
Davis, in Congregationalist and Advance. 


Playing the Game 


HERE are certain things no self-respect- 

ing man can do, because they are not 

compatible with his ideas of clean sports- 
manship. 

Sportsmanship is by no means a matter 
of the athletic field merely. 

The presence of that quality makes and 
its absence mars the performance of men 
and women in every sphere of human ac- 
tivity. 

A wife does not play the game if she 
coes not help her husband to bring true 
a dream whese accomplishment is for the 
lasting good of others. She is not, playing 
the game if she does aught to dishearten 
or demoralize him in the midst of a great 
task, 

A man is not playing the game if he fails 
to keep faith with a woman’s trust and hope 
and prayer. He is the foe of society if he 
is the foe to her spiritual sensibilities, which 
are finer and more finely attuned than his 
own. 

“For their sakes I sanctify myself.” 
These words are among the biggest in the 
Book that utters them. 

The reason a man cannot go on the ram- 
page to suit his own sweet will is that there 
are always others to be thought about. 
There are others whom his weakness will 
weaken, because they lean upon his strength. 


There are millions not merely in the val- 
ley of decision, but in the valley of depend- 
ence. He may be a hero, though he knows 
it not; and when he topples and falls, he 
brings calamity and grief to some unknovn 
to him. 


Therefore a man girds himself to report 
for duty when he does not feel able. A ¢riv- 
ing power within him refuses to let him quit. 
He knows that he is bedly needed, and he 
must obey the call. 


Never was morale more necessary or team 
work so important. Individualism and the 
solo performance, however brilliant, cannot 
carry the social burden that must rest on 
the shoulders of an army ‘.caded the same 
way under one flag. [In <!-e crisis we can- 


‘speedily. 


not afford to have broken ranks and insub- 
ordination or even sullenness of spirit. 

Wherever there is a-group or even a pair 
of human beings, there must be the general 
deference, the mutual sacrifice. Where there 
is love there will be delight in service. He 
who has lived for his own selfish self has 
never tasted the supreme pleasure that giv- 
ing and doing for somebody else are sure 
to bring. 

We are not playing the game while we do 
as we please. We are not playing the game 
while we repudiate our orders. The large 
man submits to discipline most easily and 
It is the small, mean fellow who 
is always boasting of his independence and 
his importance.—Parish Leaflet. 


The Christian’s Experience of 
. Joyfulness 


: SOME natures are naturally joyful. The 


late Professor William James called 
these natural optimists “healthy-minded 
folk.” Walt Whitman was one of these. He 
never growled or grumbled, fretted or 
fumed. He thought it a base and cowardly 
thing to whine or to whimper. He was, to 
use a phrase of J. Whitcomb Riley’s “just 
glad plumb through.” But Christianity has 
a message for the healthy-minded. It would 
augment and refine their joys. It would 
make their joys more moral and more spir- 
itual. It would make their joys permanent 
and eternal. It would convert their happi- 
ness into blessedness. It would make them 
partners with “the blessed God.” Their joy 
instead of being a flippancy would be a 
fountain of peace. 

Incapacity for joy is a serious defect. A 
sour man is as unnatural as a sad child. To 
be joyful is a Christian duty; to be joyfui 
one must have fellowship with God. We 
find “all joy and peace in believing.”—Wii- 
liam T. McElveen. 


A Significant Fact 


T is significant of the deepest feelings of 

humanity that the first organization 
formed in a pioneer settlement is commonly 
either a church or a Sunday-school. The 
mining camp or lumbering camp settlement 
has hardly got out of the tent stage, before 
some cheerful home missionary turns up 
and proceeds to organize for worship and in- 
struction. And the roughest men instinc- 


tively welcome this form of association.— 
Atlantic City Evening Union. 


oOo . 


Wherever injustice is being done, where- 
ever the weak are being oppressed; where- 
ever banded interests, whether financial or 
political, are allowed to triumph over the 
exigencies of truth; wherever personal ex- 
pediency leads a man to set aside what he 
knows to be just; wherever truth is calum- 
niated and ignored—there Christ is being 
crucified—Charles Gore. 








Deaths 


Mary. Larene Miller, daughter of Hiram J. and Mrs. 
Miller, was born February 23, 1918; and died Novem- 
ber 15, 1921. She leaves father, mother, two sisters, 
two brothers, many relatives, and a host of friends to 
mourn their loss. She was a devoted child to Sunday- 
school and church, Worship seemed to be her greatest 
thought and joy. Much of her time at home was given 
to singing, talking, and praying. Funeral services, 
held in South Bend Christian Church, were conducted 


by the ex-pastor. 
J. M, CARMEAN. 


J. I. Lease was born October 27, 1833, and departed 
this life November 19, 1921, aged eighty-eight years. 
He was born in Fountain County, Indiana, from 
whence he moved, when young, with his parents to 
Champaign County, Illinois, In October, 1860, he was 
united in mariage to Miss Ervilla Sumner, of Cov- 
ington, Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. Lease became charter 
members of the Prairie Hope Christian Church, later 
transferring their membership to the First Christian 
Church of Urbana, Ill., remaining members there until 
death. He was a liberal supporter of the church and 
its institutions, making noteworthy contributions to 
the First Christian Church, of Urbana, to the For- 
ward Movement, and to Union Christian College, hav- 
ing also served as a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the latter for a number of years. In 1917 he 
went to Frankfort, Indiana, to make his home with 
his daughter, Mrs. E. L. Keller. In January, 1920, 
Bro. Lease suffered a stroke of paralysis, which con- 
fined him to his room until relieved by death. His af- 
flictions were borne patiently and with a confident 
hope in his heavenly home to which he longed to go. 
Brother Lease is survived by four daughters, a son, 
and a number of grandchildren. Funeral services 
were conducted by Rev. Clarence Defur at the resi- 
dence in . Frankfort, Monday, November 21, after 
which the body was taken to St. Joseph, Illinois, 
where, on Wednesday, the final service was held and 
burial made by the side of loved ones in the near-by 
cemetery. 








7 Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


F. Hoagland, Raymond, Ohio. 

. H. McDaniel, 927 Bryn Mawr Drive, Dayton, Ohio. 
P. Barrett, Reidsville, N. C. 

. M. Morrow, 635 Atk.nson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

W. Page, Vaughnville, Ohio. 

E. Besemer, 64 Prospect St., Cortland, N. Y. 

W. Ryan, Buckland, Ohio, 

. S. Johnson, Waldron, Ind. 

B. Kendall, 1023 Garfield Ave., Springfield, Ohio. 
Geo. W. Allen, 3265 South Logan St., Englewood, Colo. 
H. R. Clem, 410 Mendenhall St., Greensboro, N.C. 
Thos. C. House, Harrod, Ohio. 
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Porspas 


PASTOR WANTED 


The Christian Church of Linden, Indiana, is with- 
out a pastor. Any minister desiring to secure an ap- 
pointment write to C. W, NEWKIRK. 

Linden, Indiana. 


THE WESTERN WASHINGTON CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE 


The annual session of the Western Washington 
Conference will convene with «the First Christian 
Church at Montesano, Washington, beginning Friday 
evening, December 30, and continuing until Sunday 
evening. Montesano is reached by train from Seattle 
or Portland. We would be more than pleased to 
have some of our eastern brethren with us. 

D. C. Loucks, Pastor. 
Montesano, Washi 
W. R. CALDWELL, 
Montesano, Washington. 
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Christmas Cantatas, Services, and Helps 


Four New Services, or Christmas Programs 


“The Com- “Christmas **Giftt of *“Worship 


ing Messiah” Echoes’’ jpovyve’’ by the King” 
based on i 
by E.S. Lo- Ghristmas Fred B. Hol- by Ira B. 


renz. carols. ton. Wilson. 


Price of each 8 cents per copy, 85 cents per dozen, $3.25 per fifty, $6.00 per 
hundred, postpaid. 


A single sample each of the above four new services sent to a superintendent 
or Christmas committee chairman for 20 cents. 
*Orchestration for “Worship the King” can be furnished. 


Three Christmas Cantatas, 1921 


“When the Savior “A Christma 


“The Spirit of 
Came” Secret” 


Christmas” 


We offer a line of easy cantatas calling for the co-operation of the choir 
with the Sunday-school. If a regular choir is. not available, an improvised choir 
can be gathered for the purpose and can perform its part without difficulty. 
These cantatas make possible a much more varied, interesting, and dignified 
service than would be possible otherwise. 


“When the Savior Came.” By E. S. Lorenz. Price 20 cents per copy. 


“A Christmas Secret,” by Brewster and Wilson, Our splendid new 
Santa Claus cantata. Price per copy, 30c; per dozen, $3.25. 


“The Spirit of Christmas,” by Withoft and Lorenz. No Santa Claus. 
Bright and sparkling. Price per copy, 30c; per dozen, $3.25. 


Christmas Treasury No. 32 


The New Number for 1921 


In this booklet will be found entertainment matter for 
the Sunday-school to fit in with any idea or service for 
Christmas. It is especially rich in primary matter, the 
recitations and exercises for the little people being un- 
usually taking and bright. This number of the Treasury 
contains : 

Primary Recitations. 
Intermediate Recitations. 
Tableaux. 

Drill 

Motion Exercises. 
Acrosties. 

Primary Exercises. 
Intermediate Exercises. 
Intermediate Dialogs. 
Dialogs for Seniors. 


All this material is on Christmas topics. One of the 
greatest aids published for preparing Christmas Sunday- 
school entertainments. 


Price, 25 cents, postpaid. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
Fifth and Ludlow Sts. DAYTON, OHIO 
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White Gifts for the King 


Offers You an Ideal Christmas Service 


HOW YOU MAY LEARN ALL ABOUT 
“WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING” 


The first step in introducing the plan is to know 
it thoroughly yourself, and then let others in your 
school know about it. Our newly revised book, 
“White Gifts for the King,’ will explain and in- 
spire. The various services are all full and rich 
with suggestion. No matter what one service your 
school renders, your committee will find all serv- 
ices helpful in its preparation. Our advice is to 
order early the complete book described below to 
obtain the most information. 


“COMPLETE WHITE GIFTS FOR THE 
KING” 


This is a new book containing all the material ob- 
tainable referring to ‘‘White Gifts for the King.” It 
is a compilation of Mrs. Curtiss’ book, new this year, 
of all the services published to date and pictures of 
the suggestion blank and envelope. Every church 
should have this for reference year after year, that 
its Christmas committee may prepare its program 
with full intelligence of the plan. This is what you 
should buy first. You must have it all to get the 
necessary vision and information. 

Price per copy, $1.00. 


“WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING” REVISED 


By Phebe A. Curtiss. This book fully explains 
the idea besides giving the vision. It is the prod- 
uct of many years’ experience and is full of new 
suggestions that old users as well as new will ap- 
preciate. It should be placed in the hands of every 
teacher and officer. The committee or prospective 
users should have the complete book described above. 
This is important. 

Price per copy, 35 cents. 


PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 


Eight different ones to select from. 
Se each; 85c dozen; $3.25 for 50; $6.00 for 100. 
“Service No. 1” 

By Phebe A. Curtiss. A_ service suited to the 
smaller communities. Full of good songs and good 
recitations. Moves smoothly and easily, bringing 
forth the gifts in a beautiful manner. 16 pages. 

“Service No. 2” 

By Phebe A. Curtiss. For those who love the sim- 
plicity of the old Christmas stories and carols. The 
Legend of Cathay is the central point of this service. 

“The Birthday Story” 

By Jessie Brown Pounds. A _ delightful service 
based npon the Bible Story of Christmas. Songs 
are all accompanied by pantomimes. 

“The Christmas Pageant” 

By Jessie Brown Pounds. A prelude, a pageant, 
and a presentation of gifts that bring dut the beau- 
tiful points of a giving Christmas. 

“Message of Victorious Peace” 

By Mrs. Joseph L, Stacy. A service of old and 
original Christmas stories. Has original stage setting 
with tableau form of presentation of gifts. 

“A Tribute of Love” 

By Edith Sanford Tillotson and C. Harold Lowden. 
A harmonious mixture of stories, recitations, and read- 
ings. All the songs are new and especially adapted 
to “White Gifts for the King.” 

“The King’s Birthday” 

By Mary Brainerd Smith, Edith Sanford Til'otson, 
and C. Harold Lowden. All stories and readings are 
in verse. Songs are new and appropriate. A dis 
tinetly different service. 

“No Room in the Inn” 

By Mary Huron Blair. Another delightful service 
based upon the Bible story of Christmas. A very 
dramatic representation leading to the giving of the 
White Gifts. Contains many of the best Christmas 
songs. 

Suggestion Blanks 

A leaflet with forty suggested pledges of gifts of 
self, service, and substance. The use of these blanks 
has been very successful and is really eessential for 
a successful service. One should be given to every 
member of the church and school and to every friend 
of same. Size 3x5%4 inches. 


Price per 100, 75 cents, 


Envelopes 


Beautifully designed to match Suggestion Blanks. 
Used to contain gifts as marked off on blanks. Size, 
31/3x5% inches. 


Price per 100, 75 cents. 
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